
phil 13195: First (ungraded, mini-)paper

assignment

Jeff Speaks

Due: in class, this Thursday

The reading for Thursday is Aquinas’ five proofs for the existence
of God, which are often called the ‘five ways.’ For Thursday, you
should give an analysis of Aquinas’ second way in premise/conclusion
form. The argument you hand in should have the following charac-
teristics:

1. The premises should be labeled, preferably with numbers.

2. If some premises follow from other premises, you should make
this clear. The standard way to do this is as follows: if some
premise is supposed to follow from premises 2 and 5, write after
that premise: (2, 5).

3. The argument should be valid.

4. The argument should be typed.

I know that this will be very difficult for you, but that is really and
truly all that you should do. Do not write an introductory para-
graph, a concluding paragraph, include a works cited page, etc. Do
not use outside sources. Just a valid argument in premise/conclusion
form with labeled premises and logical relations between the premises
made clear.

This draft will not be graded.
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