The Manhattan Project




Albert Einsteln

01d Grove Rd.

linponu FPoint
Peoonic, Long Ieland

August 2nd, 1939
F.D« Hoosevalt,
Fresident of the United States,

White Houme
Washington,; D.C.

8ir:

Bome recent work by E.Fermi and L. Szilard, which has been com-
=2=

only very poor oresf

munioated to me in monuseript, lesds me to expact that the element uran-

lum may be turned into a new and important source of energy in the im-
d in Cansda
=ediate future. Certain aspeots of the situation which has arisan seem AT

to eall for watohfulness and, if necessary, quick mction on the part urce of uranium is B

tion you may think 1
d betweean the Admini i
hain reacticns in M',"

of the Adsinistration. I bolleve therofore that it is my duty to bring
to your attentlon the following facts and recommendationst

In the gcourse of the last four monthe it has been mada probable -

through the work of Joliot im France as well as Fermi and Szilard in TOE-you N0l ARETRATANANY: Fhis task &peoson

1 bad an inofficial
America - that it may become possibls to met up m nuclear chain resctien who could perhape serve in

in & large mass of uranium,by whish vast amounts of powsr and large R mprise the following

th informed of th
itles of mow radium-like slementa would be gensrated. How it appears Y- BRI SR, e 5 .

almost certain that this could be nchisved in the immeddiats future. t forward recommondations for Government aoticn,

T T a sy . 4 Af=-
This new phenomenon would mlso lead to the comstruetion of bomba, ST VHE TN 0% BYCAEL PRy S

and 1t is comoeivable - though much lese certain - that extremsly power- ayid

. t =
ful bombo of m new type may thus be comstructed. A pingle boak of this perimental work,which im at present being car

Univeraity lsboratories; '
type, carried by boat and exploded in & port, might very well destroy £ the budgets of ¥ ies, by

nds be required, throu his contacts with
the whole port together with some of the surrounding territory. However, » : 2
ling to make contribtutions for this cause,
ouch bombe might very well prove to be too heavy for tranaspertation by
i ng the co-operation of industrial leboratories
nir.
uipment.

I understand that Germany has motually stopped the eale of uranium
from the Czechoslovakian mines which she has taken over. That sha should
have taken such early aotiom might perhaps be understocd on the ground
that the son of the German Under-BSearetary of State, von Weizsioker, is
attached to the Eaiser-Wilhelm-Institut in Berlin whers some of the
American work on uranium is now being repeated.

Yours vary truly.
oAy -
[Albert Einstein)
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Hamilton, Ohio — My Home Town
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The National Labs Today

Ntl Renewable Energy Lab

Galden, CO

Idaho Falls, 1D

Pacific Northwest

Mt

Richland, WA

SLaC Ny

Accelerator Lab

Menlo Park, CA

Livrrmore, CA

Lawrenoe

sanden MU L

Birkeley, CA Albuguerngue, MM

Los Alamoas, MM

SIX DOE SPONSORING RGENCIES

Argonne Ntl Lab
_EG:‘_"_— .......
Fermi Nl Lab

Batavia, IL
Ames Lab

Ames, A

Pittsburgh, PA
Margantown, WV

Brookhaven
M1l Lab

Uptan, NY

Princeton Plasma

Physics Lab

Princeton, M)

Thomas lefferson

Nl Accelerator Facility

Mewport News, Vi

Aikizn, 5C

Oak Ridge Ntl Lab

Oak Ridge, TN

Office of Office of MUl Mudlear Security
Science [SC)  Nuclear (NE)  Administration [NNSA)

Office of Fossil Energy (governmaent
owned & operated) (FE)

and Renewable Energy

Office of Energy Efficiency

EERE)

Office of Enviranmental
Management (EM)
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