Tomads Luis de Victoria

Ad preces nostras

Thomae Ludovici a Victoria Abulensis
Hymmni totius anni secundum Sanctae
Romanaz Ecclesiaz consuetudinem
(Rome: Domenico Basa, 1581)
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Ad preces nostras Deitatis aures,
Deus inclina pietate sola:
Supplicum vota suscipe precamur
Famuli tui.

Respice clemens solio de sancto,
Vultu sereno lampades illustra:
Lumine tuo tenebras depelle
Pectore nostro.

Crimina laxa pietate multa,
Ablue sorde vincula disrumpe:
Parce peccatis releva iacentes,
Dextera tua.

Te sine tetro mergimur profundo
Labimur alta sceleris sub unda:
Brachio tuo trahimur ad clara
Sidera ceeli.

Christe lux vera, bonitas, et vita,
Gaudium mundi pietas inmensa,
Qui nos a morte, roseo salvasti,
Sanguine tuo.

Insere tuum, petimus amorem,
Mentibus nostris fidei refunde:
Lumen eeternum charitatis auge
Dilectionem.

Tu nobis dona fontem lachrymarum
Jeiunionum fortia ministra,

Vitia carnis millia retunde

Framea tua.

Procul a nobis, perfidus absistat
Satan a tuis viribus confractus:
Sanctus assistat spiritus a tua
Sede demissus.

Gloria Deo sit aeterno Patri,
Sit tibi semper Genitoris Nate,
Cum quo per cuncta Spiritus ZAqualis
Seecula regnat.
—Anon., 10th century

Victoria - Ad preces nostras

With love alone, O God,

incline your ears to our prayers:
hear our vows and supplications,
we your servants pray.

Mercifully look down from your holy seat,

and light us like lamps with your gracious face:
with your light, dispel the darkness

from our hearts.

By your encompassing love, wash away our great
transgressions and break from us the chains of sin:
forgive our sins, and with your right hand

raise us up, we who have fallen.

Without you we plunge into profound darkness;
we drown in a great sea of sin:

but with your strong arm we are led

to the stars of heaven.

O Christ, true light, goodness, and life,
joy of the world and love without limit,
who by your red blood has saved

us from death:

Introduce, we pray, your love

into our souls and restore our faith:
increase your eternal light,

which is the love of charity.

Grant us a fount of tears

and strength in fasting,

and banish the thousand failings of the flesh
by your sword.

May evil Satan withdraw far from us,
broken by your power:

and may the Holy Spirit be present,
sent down to us from your throne.

Glory be to God, the eternal Father,

and to You, Son of the Procreator, always,
with whom the Co-equal Spirit

reigns forever.



