Lauda mater ecclesia

Thomae Ludovici a Victoria Abulensis
Hymni totius anni secundum Sancta

Tomads Luis de Victoria

De sancta Maria Magdalena

Romanaee Ecclesiaz consuetudinem
(Rome: Domenico Basa, 1581)
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Lauda, mater Ecclesia,
Lauda Christi clementiam:
Qui septem purgat vitia,
Per septiformem gratiam.

Maria, soror Lazari,

Quee tot commisit crimina,
Ab ipsa fauce tartari

Redit ad vitee limina.

Post fluxee carnis scandala
Fit ex lebete phiala

In vas translata gloriee

De vase contumelize.

Praise, O Mother Church,
praise the mercy of Christ,
who purges the sevenfold vices
by sevenfold grace.

Mary, the sister of Lazarus,
who committed so many crimes,
returns from the jaws of hell

to the doorway of life.

After her offenses of dissolute flesh,
she emerges as from great cauldron
transformed into a vessel of glory
from a vessel of sin.

ZAgra currit ad medicum,
Vas ferens aromaticum,
Et a morbo multiplici,
Verbo curatur medici.

Surgentem cum victoria
Iesum videt ab inferis:
Prima meretur gaudia,
Quee plus ardebat ceteris.

Uni Deo sit gloria,

Pro multiformi gratia,
Qui culpas et supplicia
Remittit et dat preemia.
Amen.

—Odo of Cluny (d.937)

While sick she runs to the healer,

bearing an armomatic vase,
and from compounded disease
is cured by the healer’s word.

She sees Jesus rising in victory
from hell:
and she is due these first joys,

who loved him more than the rest.

To the One God be glory
for manifold grace,

who crimes and punishments remits

and gives the prize.
Amen.



