


The polypeptide component:  up to 10,000 aa; membrane-bound or 
secreted; contain tandem repeats of simple aa sequences rich in 
Ser and Thr; tandem repeats differ in sequence between mucin 
types; O- and N-glycosylation can occur outside the region of 

tandem repeats. 











Synthesized by RER-associated ribosomes 

During synthesis, proteins are either 
injected into the lumen or inserted into its 
membrane. 
After initial processing in the ER, proteins are 
encapsulated into vesicles that bud from the 
ER and fuse with the cis Golgi network. 

Progressive processing occurs in the cis, 
medial and trans cisternae of the Golgi. 

In the trans Golgi, mature glycoproteins 
are sorted for delivery to plasma membrane, 
secretory vesicles or lysosomes; transported 
by other vesicles. 







The long poly-isoprene tail, 
although far longer than the fatty 

acid tails of membrane 
phospholipids, is capable of lipid 

bilayer insertion, possibly in a 
helical or folded conformation. 


















