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Chapter 12, “Terminating the Terminator”

Autonomous Weapons

The 2012 Call for a Total Ban by Human
Rights Watch

The Core Argument:

Morality requires emotion.

Computers cannot feel emotion.

Therefore, computers cannot be 
allowed to make ethical decisions.



Chapter 12, “Terminating the Terminator”

Autonomous Weapons

The 2015 Call for a Ban on Offensive
Autonomous Weapons by the Future of Life
Institute

Question:

How do we distinguish between offensive
and defensive autonomous weapons?



Chapter 12, “Terminating the Terminator”

Autonomous Weapons

CCCW Informal Meetings on Autonomous
Weapons in Geneva, 2014-2019

From a call for a ban to a call for
“meaningful human control.”



Chapter 12, “Terminating the Terminator”

Self-Driving Vehicles

Trolley Problems



Chapter 12, “Terminating the Terminator”

Service Robots



Chapter 13, “Engineering for Responsibility”

• Kill Switches
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Chapter 13, “Engineering for Responsibility”

• Kill Switches

• Value-Sensitive Engineering

• Moral Machines

• Resiliency Engineering and Complexity
Management
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