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Motets and Mass Propers for the Church Year
Ad te levavi 






Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (1525-1594)

Offertory for the First Sunday of Advent

I will lift up my soul to you, my God, and confide in you; I will not be ashamed, nor will my enemies mock me. For all those who wait for you will not be confounded. (Psalm 25: 1-3)

Ne timeas Maria






Tomás Luis de Victoria (1548—1611) 

Magnificat Antiphon for Second Vespers, First Sunday of Advent 

[And the angel said to her:] Fear not, Mary, for you have found grace with God. Behold you shall conceive in your womb and shall bring forth a son: and you shall call his name Jesus, and He shall be called the Son of the Most High. (Luke 1:30-32)

Hierusalem surge 





Heinrich Isaac (1450-1517)

Communion for the Second Sunday of Advent

Arise, O Jerusalem, and stand on high, and behold the joy that comes to thee from thy God! (Baruch 5:5, 4:36)

Ecce virgo concepiet 



Heinrich Isaac

Communion for the Fourth Sunday of Advent

Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel, God with us.
Alleluia. (Isaiah 7:14)

Canite tuba/Rorate caeli 




Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina
Vespers Antiphon for the Fourth Sunday of Advent

Sound the trumpet in Sion, for the day of the Lord is nigh: behold, he comes for our salvation.
The crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: come, O Lord, and do not delay. Alleluia. 

(Joel 2, Isaiah 40:4)
Drop down dew, ye heavens, from above and let the clouds pour down righteousness: let the earth open and bring forth the Savior. Show us your mercy, O Lord, and grant us your salvation: come, O Lord, and do not delay. Alleluia. (Isaiah 45:8)

Tollite portas, principes 




William Byrd (1543—1623)

Offertory for Christmas Eve

Lift up your gates, O ye princes; and be ye lifted up, O eternal gates: and the King of glory shall enter in. 

[Verse:] Who shall ascend into the mountain of the Lord, or who shall stand in His holy place? The innocent in hands and clean of heart. Alleluia. (Psalm 24:9, 3)

Angelus ad pastores ait 




Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck (1562—1621)

Lauds Antiphon for Christmas Day

The angel said to the shepherds: “bring you tidings of great joy,
for the Savior of the world has been born to you today.” Alleluia. (Luke 2:10)

Puer natus 






William Byrd 

Introit for Christmas Day

A boy is born to us, and a son is given to us, upon whose shoulders authority rests, and His name will be called “The Angel of Great Counsel.” (Isaiah 9:6)

[Verse:] Sing to the Lord a new song, because he has done the miraculous. (Psalm 96:1)

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, and is now, and always will be, in every human generation. Amen.
A boy is born to us…
Viderunt omnes 





 William Byrd
Communion for Christmas Day
All the ends of the world have seen the salvation of our God. (Psalm 96:3)

Vox in Rama 






Giaches de Wert (1535—1596) 

Communion for Feast of the Holy Innocents (December 28)
A voice is heard in Ramah of weeping and great lamentation. Rachel is weeping for her children,
and will not be comforted because they are no more. (Matthew 2:18, citing Jeremiah 31:15)

O admirabile commercium 




Thomas Stoltzer (1480—1526) 

Antiphon for Second Vespers, Feast of Circumcision (January 1)

O admirable exchange: the creator of human-kind, taking on a living body was worthy to be born of a virgin, and, coming forth as a human without seed, has given us his deity in abundance.

Senex puerum portabat 




Victoria

Magnificat Antiphon for First Vespers, Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary (February 2)


The old man carried the child, but the child ruled the old man; him whom the Virgin brought forth, and after childbirth remained a virgin, him whom she bore, she adored.

Nunc dimittis (from the Short Service)


Orlando Gibbons (1583—1625) 
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