Conducting I, Fall 2013

Take-Home Midterm--due Friday, November 2 (please turn in as an e-mail attachment)
Rehearsal perspectives—please respond in either short-answer or paragraph form. 

Feel free to consult any sources desired, either on reserve or elsewhere, while writing your answers; cite sources in informal scientific style (i.e. “Neuen 2002”).


1) Please outline a concise philosophy of rehearsing that might guide you in the ensemble preparation process. As an ensemble member, what attributes would you wish to see in your conductor? 
2) Outline a good method for introducing a new choral or orchestral work to your group. Include what you should do to prepare for the first rehearsal.
3) List some goals for the choral or instrumental warm-up period, and give a couple examples of exercises that would help you achieve a few of them.

4) Suggest ways to try solving the following problems in rehearsal, and note how one’s conducting might have a part in causing or solving them. (Feel free to identify other problem areas and possible solutions as well.)

Poor intonation 
Weak or strident production
Poor ensemble
Dragging/rushing

Poor diction
Poor eye contact on the part of singers or players

General lethargy in the group


5) 
a) Suggest methods to rehearse a single voice part's passages that avoid vocal fatigue.


b) Suggest methods to rehearse a single vocal or instrumental part's passages that engage 
the entire group. 

6) Suggest some other techniques to isolate and rehearse problematic instrumental or vocal passages.

Books currently on library reserve for this course:
•
Conducting Technique by Brock McElheran

•
Conducting: The Art of Communication by Wayne Bailey

•
Evoking Sound by James Jordan

•
Prescriptions for Choral Excellence by Shirlee Emmons

•
The Robert Shaw Reader by Robert Blocker

•
Evoking Sound: The Choral Rehearsal, volumes 1 and 2 by James Jordan

•
Choral Conducting by Harold A. Decker

•
Directing the Choral Music Program by Kenneth H. Phillips

