Music 30451—Conducting I, Fall 2014
MW 3-3:50; 124 Crowley Hall 
Dan Stowe (102 DPAC; 631-9457; dstowe@nd.edu) 
Office hours by appointment


The goal of the course is to develop skills in leading vocal and instrumental ensembles in rehearsal and performance. We will explore technical aspects of conducting and study various cultural and historical aspects of musical style. Each student will conduct regularly in class; all sessions will be videotaped, and files will be made available for viewing on YouTube (you also are welcome to film your sessions on your own camera). The student will be expected to review the tape and fill out observation sheets on a regular basis (sheets will be due within two weeks of each conducting session).

Packets of music will be distributed periodically; class members are encouraged to bring in their own works for study as well. The membership of the class will function as the principal performance ensemble for the course, though we will also recruit outside forces as appropriate (including for instrumental works) and conduct piano accompanists alone. There will be a selection of conducting books available on reserve in Hesburgh Library. Additional readings and web video links will be distributed or placed on reserve as needed.

Approximate Grading: 


Written midterm 15%


Written final 15% (preparation of two concert programs along with a page of program notes for each)

Conducting video final 15% (you’ll select a work in consultation with the instructor and assemble a vocal or instrumental ensemble for a c. 30-minute rehearsal-performance session)

Completed videotape observation sheets 10%


Three completed conducting observation reports 10% (you may attend ensemble concerts on or off campus and provide 1-page reports on the conductors observed. One report can be on a conductor of an ensemble of which the student is a member)

Class participation, including attendance 35%

I hope to create a workshop environment in the class; regular attendance is essential in this regard. Unexcused absences will reduce class score by 3% each. Excused absences must be cleared with instructor in advance, barring medical emergency.
Fall 2013 Tentative Schedule
Week 1
Conducting fundamentals

2
Fundamentals continued

Initial exercises, with Christmas carols

3
Fundamentals continued
4
Music packet 1 Renaissance music/folk songs

5
Renaissance/folk packet continued 
6
Discussion of rehearsal techniques
7 
Midterm rehearsal sessions 

8
Finish midterm rehearsal sessions

\Written (take-home) midterm due TBA after break
9
Classical/Romantic/Contemporary (packet to be distributed)
10 
Classical/Romantic/Contemporary continued
11
Classical/Romantic/Contemporary continued; conducting recitative
12
Instrumental techniques: winds 
13
Instrumental techniques: strings
14
Instrumental techniques: strings continued
15
Final summations
Take-Home Final Exam/Video due at 5 PM on Friday, December 19
Sample of video review sheet (template will be e-mailed to you)
Please view your tape and complete the evaluation within 2 weeks of the session. Please submit evaluations electronically as Word files with file name “(your name)--Conducting video evaluation”.
I. Please evaluate yourself in the following areas. Please cite specific video timings if applicable. Please note strong elements as well as areas that you need to develop further.

A: Technical aspects

Posture

Hand/arm position

Style of hand/arm motion

Beat quality (legato, marcato, etc.)

Clarity

Preparatory beats

Entrances and cues

Facial expressions

Mannerisms, both helpful and unhelpful

B: Musical aspects
Tempo

Dynamics

Phrasing
C. Rehearsal technique (if applicable):

Efficiency

Verbal instructions

Problem-solving
