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Abstract
Current and Future Challenges: Accreditation of Engineering Education

There are several significant challenges facing engineering educators as well as those responsible 
for accrediting such programs. Some notable challenges include the following: Students are 
changing: Generation X, Y, Z – what are their expectations? Globalization of the workforce – how 
does this drive program change? Explosion of distance learning (on-line education) and the internet 
as a tool for learning: how do they affect accrediting systems (quality assurance) around the world? 
Density of academic programs – how do we fit ever increasing technical and professional content 
into undergraduate programs? Diversity of student population; non-traditional students – how are 
they driving changes to program offerings? ABET will discuss its own challenges in addressing 
these issues through the eyes of an accreditor.


