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Open Educational Resources, Kenya

Catherine Ngugi is the Project Director of OER Africa, a Saide Initiative. Since
its inception in 2008 she has been responsible for diversifying both the
project’s product offering and its funding base. Ngugi holds an M.A. from the
University of London’s School of Oriental and African Studies.

She began her career in the private sector, working for a multinational
manufacturer in Nairobi, Kenya. She relocated to Dakar, Senegal, where she designed and initiated
an Endowment Fund Plan for the Council for the Development of Social Science Research in
Africa. Later, whilst with the Oxfam GB West Africa Regional Office, she facilitated funding by the
Swedish International Donor Agency of the West Africa Regional Girls’ Education Program and
subsequently trained Oxfam partners and staff in sustainability issues.

A Rockefeller Associate of the African Gender Institute, Ngugi has co-edited various publications
including the eight-country report on information and communication technologies and higher
education in Africa. Her work has been published in Kwani, the Journal of African Cultural Studies
and Distance Education. Most recently, she contributed to Perspectives on Open and Distance
Learning: Open Educational Resources and Change in Higher Education: Reflections from
Practice, COL, UNESCO (June 2012).

Abstract

Catherine Ngugi from Kenya and Director of Open Educational Resources (OER) Africa works with
universities across Africa on collaborating to provide better education to health care professionals,
to teachers and to agriculturalists. OER Africa was founded in 2009 and helps to conduct policy
reviews across institutions, e.g. to ensure that Human Resource policy is supportive. The
application of digital media in the OER program in Africa will be presented.



