
NDXV
15th Biennial History of Astronomy Workshop

Theme: Communicating Astronomy
The Fifteenth Biennial History of Astronomy Workshop (NDXV) will be held June 21–24, 2023 in-person at the University of 
Notre Dame, Indiana, with a planned one-day trip to the Adler Planetarium in Chicago. 

Theme: Communicating Astronomy 
The theme for NDXV is communicating astronomy. How is astronomical knowledge and expertise communicated, both within 
and beyond the astronomical community? Communication might include means of transferring or transmitting data between 
astronomers and other practitioners—involving issues of standardization, uniformity, and translation—or between experts and 
their instruments, as well as across disciplinary boundaries and to the wider public. How is knowledge produced and 
transformed through these processes? How have changes in tools and methods of communication impacted astronomy? Papers 
exploring methods and aspects of communicating astronomy in any context, geographical region, or time period are welcome. 
Topics of particular interest include, but are not limited to: manuscripts and their circulation; epistolary networks; print culture 
and scholarly publishing; the use of diagrams and other visual resources to present data, concepts, and theories; communication 
technologies and devices; and the popularization of astronomy through print, performance, and broadcasting.

Call for Proposals 
We will accept proposals for both papers and sessions. Single papers will probably have to be 15–20 minutes in length, 
depending upon the number of submissions. Posters for display and discussion are also an option. Organized sessions, with 
multiple papers addressing a particular question or topic, can contain papers of longer length, but must incorporate significant 
time for discussion. Proposals that directly address the workshop theme (see above) will receive preferential treatment, and 
proposals from graduate students and recent PhDs are especially welcomed. Proposals for papers or posters should include a 
title and a one-paragraph abstract; session proposals should identify all presenters as well as titles and one-paragraph abstracts 
for each presenter. All proposals, including a one-page CV for all presenters, should be sent by February 15, 2023, to Elizabeth 
Hamm at elizabeth.hamm@stmarys-ca.edu. Submissions will be shared with the review committee (listed online). Final 
decisions on paper and session acceptance will be announced around March 1. All presenters will be expected to register for the 
workshop and pay the registration fee. Questions regarding the workshop may be addressed to Sarah J. Reynolds at 
reynoldssj@uindy.edu.

The Adler Planetarium will bestow the Adler-Mansfield Prize on the author of an outstanding presentation given during the 
2023 History of Astronomy Workshop. The award includes a modest stipend and travel expenses to the Adler Planetarium if the 
awardee wishes to carry out onsite research in the Adler’s collections.

Invited Speaker 
Our invited speaker Charlotte Bigg is a permanent research fellow with the French CNRS, Centre Alexandre Koyré, and 
teaches at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris. She was educated in history and history of science at the 
universities of Oxford and Cambridge and has previously worked at the Max Planck Institute for the History of Science in 
Berlin and ETH Zurich. Her work focuses on the material and visual dimensions of science, in particular astronomy and 
astrophysics. She studies the circulations of instruments, images, and people between disciplines, and between scientific and 
public settings including theaters, planetaria, museums, and exhibitions. She has co-edited a volume entitled The Heavens on 
Earth: Observatories and Astronomy in the Nineteenth Century (Duke University Press, 2010), and, most recently, the June 
2021 special issue of the journal History of Science: The Spatial Inscription of Science in the 20th Century .

Generous support for the workshop is provided by the Graduate Program in the History and Philosophy of Science, the 
Institute for Scholarship in the Liberal Arts (ISLA), the College of Science’s Nieuwland Lecture Series, the College of Arts and 
Letters, the Department of Physics, and the Program of Liberal Studies of the University of Notre Dame, and the Adler 
Planetarium.


