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Multiple Choice

1. (5 pts.) A professor is teaching from home because of the pandemic, and she is trying to reconstruct
the grades from the most recent (pre-pandemic) exam because she left her gradebook on campus. She
remembers the following facts:

• Her class has 10 students.
• Eight of the ten scores were 78, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 83.
• The remaining two scores were the same.
• The mean score for the exam was 82.

What score did each of the remaining two students have?

(a) 87 (b) 88 (c) 94 (d) 85 (e) 82

2. (5 pts.)
The following pie chart gives the percentage of female goats that have one, two, three, four or five

kids over their lifetime in the mythical country of Freedonia. What is the mean number of kids per
female goat in Freedonia?

(a) 2.55 (b) 3.00 (c) 2.50 (d) 2.45

(e) It can’t be determined from the given information.
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3. (5 pts.) In the country of Freedonia, cats are very popular and the government wants to know how
evenly the cats are spread out among the citizens. Since there are far too many people in the country
for them to ask everyone, a random sample was chosen, with the following results. Here xi represents
the number of cats, and fi represents the number of people in that sample who owned xi cats.

xi fi
8 6
9 8
10 4
11 2

20

What is the sample variance for this data? As a hint, the mean is x̄ = 9.1. The following answers
are just to three decimal places.

(a) s2 = 0.297 (b) s2 = 0.282 (c) s2 = 1.880

(d) s2 = 0.937 (e) s2 = 5.9333

4. (5 pts.) To three decimal places, compute the standard deviation �(X) for the random variable
defined as follows:

xi pi
10 0.5
20 0.2
30 0.3

(a) 8.406 (b) 8.718 (c) 76.000 (d) 18.000 (e) 14.560
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5. (5 pts.) The 36 members of the book club are queried about certain authors that they may or
may not have read in the last month. The following Venn diagram shows how many have read all
possible combinations of Grisham, Steinbeck and Twain. Let X be the random variable counting how
many of the three authors were read by a randomly selected member of the club. Find the probability
distribution for this random variable. (The probabilities are given to three decimal places.)

book club

Grisham Twain

Steinbeck

23

1
4

5

6

78

36

(a)

k P (X = k)
0 0222
1 0.278
2 0.389
3 0.500

(b)

k P (X = k)
1 0.278
2 0.389
3 0.500

(c)

k P (X = k)
1 0.536
2 0.429
3 0.036

(d)

k P (X = k)
0 0.250
1 0.250
2 0.250
3 0.250

(e)

k P (X = k)
0 0.222
1 0.417
2 0.333
3 0.028

6. (5 pts.) Bizarro works at a booth in a carnival, where he guesses the age of people who stop by. He
is correct in his guess 75% of the time. If 8 people come by on a given day, what is the probability
that he will guess exactly 6 of their ages correctly?

(a) 5.25% (b) 75% (c) 31.1% (d) 0.4% (e) 26.8%
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7. (5 pts.) In any normal distribution, find the area between two standard deviation units and three
standard deviation units to the right of the mean. [Hint: use the table at the end of this exam.]

(a) 0.0214 (b) 0.9760 (c) 0.9786 (d) 0.4987 (e) 0.4773

8. (5 pts.) The heights of all people in Freedonia are normally distributed, with a mean of 6 feet and
a standard deviation of 0.25 feet. A person is chosen at random. What is the probability that she is
between 5.5 feet and 6.5 feet?

(a) 47.73% (b) 68.26% (c) 34.13% (d) 95.46% (e) 19.74%
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9. (5 pts.) In the country of Freedonia, the weights of dogs are normally distributed with a mean of
72 pounds and a standard deviation of 5 pounds. (They keep big dogs in Freedonia to discourage
tourism.) Nicole bragged that only 15% of the dogs in Freedonia are heavier than her dog. How much
does Nicole’s dog weigh?

(a) 73.95 pounds (b) 77.20 pounds (c) 82.80 pounds

(d) 72.68 pounds (e) 72.30 pounds

10. (5 pts.) Multiplications-R-Us is a company that produces hand calculators. Unfortunately, 25% of
the calculators they produce are defective. If Watson Elementary School bought 100 calculators from
the company, use the normal approximation to the binomial distribution to estimate the probability
that between 20 and 35 of the calculators they bought are defective.

(a) 9.42% (b) 86.45% (c) 11.47% (d) 3.75% (e) 89.02%
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Partial Credit

You must show all of your work on the partial credit problems to receive credit! Make sure that your
answer is clearly indicated. You’re more likely to get partial credit for a wrong answer if you

explain your reasoning.

11. (10 pts.) An urn contains 2 blue balls and 1 green one. A game consists of repeatedly choosing
a ball from the urn, recording if it is blue or green, and then returning the ball to the urn. You stop
when you have recorded either one blue ball or three green balls. Let X be the random variable that
counts how many balls (total) you picked in this game.

(a) Draw a tree diagram to represent this game. Be sure to label the probabilities on the branches.

(b) What are the possible values for X?

Answer to (b):

(c) Write the probability distribution for X. (Your answers to (b) should be in the first column.)
Use the extra space for your calculations, and just put your answers in the table. I’d like the
answers in the second column to be either fractions or decimals. Be sure to show your work
and put your answer in the box.

Answer to (c):

k P (X = k)
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12. (10 pts.) Maŕıa has six teddy bears and four stu↵ed rabbits in her toy bin, all mixed together. She
randomly selects two of these toys to take with her to bed. Let X be the random variable counting
the number of teddy bears she picks.

(a) List the possible values of X.

Answer to (a):

(b) Write out the probability distribution for the random variable X. Please write the probabilities
as fractions. Be sure to show your work and put your answer in the box.

Answer to (b):

k P (X = k)

(c) What is the expected value for the number of teddy bears that she will pick? (It is not
necessarily an integer. Use the area to the right, if necessary, for your calculations.) Please
show your work and put your answer in the box.

Answer to (c):
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13. (10 pts.) The life span of a certain kind of insect is normally distributed, with a mean of µ = 300
days and a standard deviation of � = 10 days.

(a) Sketch this normal curve. Be sure to indicate how the mean and the standard deviation can be
read o↵ from the curve.

(b) What fraction of the insect population will live between 310 and 320 days? Please show your
work and put your answer in the box.

Answer to (b):

8



Math 10120 Spring 2020, Exam 3 Initials:

14. (10 pts.) A book publisher conducts a study on people’s reading preferences. They know that
one quarter (1/4) of the people in a certain city prefer to read physical books while three quarters
(3/4) prefer to read some sort of tablet. In the study, 100 people are asked for their preference. The
publisher wants to count the number of people, in these 100, who prefer physical books (“success” for
them).

(a) Find the mean, variance and standard distribution for this binomial distribution. Please show
your work and put your answers in the box.

µ =

�2 =

� =

(b) What it the probability that exactly 25 of those people prefer physical books? Leave your
answer in the form of binomial coe�cients and powers, not an actual numerical answer.

Answer to (b):

(c) Use the normal approximation to the binomial distribution to estimate the probability that at
most 35 of the people prefer physical books. Be sure to show your work, including a sketch of a
normal curve, shading the region you’re looking for. (The sketch should not go in the box, only
your answer should.)

Answer to (c):
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15. (10 pts.) Bruno and Hugo play the following game. They pick a card at random from a well-
shu✏ed standard deck of 52 cards (remember there are four A’s, four 1’s, four 2’s, ... , four 10’s, four
J’s, four Q’s and four K’s).

• If the card is an A, 2, 3 or 4 then Bruno pays Hugo $10.
• If the card is a 5, 6 or 7 then Hugo pays Bruno $15.
• If the card is an 8, 9, 10, jack, queen or king then they flip a coin. If it’s heads then Hugo gives
Bruno $20. If it’s tails then Bruno gives Hugo $25.

Let X be the random variable representing the amount of money paid from Bruno’s perspective. (For
example, if Bruno pays Hugo $50 then we would have X = �50.)

(a) Write the probability distribution for this random variable. Please leave probabilities in fraction
form.

Answer to (a):

k P (X = k)

(b) What is the expected value for the random variable?

Answer to (b):

(c) Interpret your answer to (b) by filling in the blanks in the following sentence.

On average, (name)

will pay (name)

$ (amount of money)

each time the game is played. (The third blank should be a positive number.)
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