
PHIL 10100: First draft of mini-paper

due: in discussion sections, January 22

At right is the text of one of Aquinas’ arguments for the existence 
of God that we will not be discussing in class. For the first draft 

of your first paper, you must do just one thing:

Give an analysis of this argument in premise/conclusion form. 
The argument you construct must be valid, and should have as 
its conclusion “God exists.” If some premises follow from other 

premises, you should make this clear.

That is really and truly all that you should do. Do not write an 
introductory paragraph, a concluding paragraph, include a works 

cited page, etc. Just a valid argument in premise/conclusion 
form. You should type the paper.

A few tips: (1) the premises should be in your own words, not 
Aquinas’ (just as we put his “first cause” argument in class in our 
own words); (2) make sure that you note which premises follow 
from which other premises; (3) makes sure that every premise of 
your argument is used to get to the conclusion; (4) if you are not 
sure whether your argument is valid, add a premise which will 

make it clearly valid.

This draft will not be graded. Your TA will give you comments on 
the draft and return it to you; you will then submit a second, 

revised draft for a grade.


