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BOSTON - The Ecumenical Pa-

triarchate has levied the canoni-

cal punishment of an indefinite

suspension upon Metropolitan

Paisios of Tyana and Bishop

Vikentios of Apameia, meaning

that the two hierarchs are forbid-

den from celebrating the Divine

Liturgy, holy sacraments, and any

other Sacred Services of the

Church. This decision was

reached during an emergency

meeting of the members of the

Hierarchy residing in Constan-

tinople. Sources told The Na-

tional Herald that Ecumenical Pa-

triarch Bartholomew plans on

revisiting the issue involving the

Patriarchal and Stravropegial

Monastery of St. Irene Chryso-

valantou in Astoria, N.Y. and its

former leadership during the next

meeting of the Holy Synod at the

Phanar, which is scheduled for

January 9, 2011.

As has been reported by TNH,

the Ecumenical Patriarchate and

the entire Greek American Com-

munity have been rocked by the

scandalous allegations, which

came to light at the St. Irene

Monastery this past fall. During

its previous meeting, the Holy

Synod decided to accept the res-

ignation submitted by Metropol-

itan Paisios, while also asking

Bishop Vikentios to resign from

his post as well as Deputy Abbot,

which he subsequently did. Af-

terward, it named Bishop Ilia of

Philomelion as acting Abbot.

Bishop Ilia arrived at the

monastery on Dec. 17 and offici-

ated at this hierarchical Divine

Liturgy on Sunday, December 19

at St. Irene’s church in Astoria.

The announcement made by

the Ecumenical Patriarchate

reads as follows: “It is hereby an-

nounced that the Hierarchs of the

Throne in our City gathered for

an extraordinary session today,

December 17, 2010, and revis-

ited the issue which has arisen at

the Patriarchal and Stravropegial

Monastery of St. Irene Chryso-

valantou in Astoria, New York,

unanimously arriving at the de-

cision to suspend indefinitely

both Metropolitan Paisios of

Tyana, former Abbot of the

Monastery, and Bishop Vikentios

of Apameia, its former Deputy

Abbot, from every clerical func-

tion. At the Ecumenical Patriar-

chate, the 17th of December

2010. - From the Chief Secre-

tariat of the Holy and Sacred

Synod.

Previously, Paisios had been

given “ecclesiastical leniency” and

allowed to retire, but TNH re-

ported subsequently that Bishop

Vikentios made shocking charges
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ATHENS – After five days of de-

bate that didn’t change a vote –

despite some grumbling by law-

makers in the ruling PASOK

party- the Greek Parliament ap-

proved a 2011 budget that

slashes spending and hikes

taxes again, freezes pensions

and plans cuts in the debt-laden

state-run enterprises, such as

the railways. The blueprint for

more sacrifices for public

workers was met with more

strikes, including a 24-hour

shutdown of all public trans-

portation, but pale demonstra-

tions as only a few hundred pro-

testers stood outside the Parlia-

ment and yelled “Thieves”

while debate was going on, a

sign of the bitter resentment by

many Greeks that their lives are

being reduced while the rich

and politicians are living above

the fray. Workers at the state-

run gaming company OPAP, for

example, were reported to be

getting 6 ½ months of bonus

pay in addition to their monthly

salaries, while public workers,

who had been receiving two ex-

tra months bonuses, saw those

slashed up to 40%. The budget

was approved after midnight,

long after protesters shouting

“We can’t take it anymore,” had

left. 

Prime Minister George Pa-

pandreou said the budget – an-

tithetical to his Socialist PASOK

principles – was necessary as

conditions imposed by the Eu-

ropean Union-International

Monetary Fund-European Cen-

tral Bank Troika that has lent

the country $146 billion over

three years to prevent bank-

ruptcy and default, and to cut

the deficit from 15.1% at its

worst last year, to 3% by the

end of 2013, although Greece

may need more time to repay

the loans, perpetuating

economic problems for workers

and pensioners. “I will change

Greece, and we will not default.

The most painful measures are

behind us,” Papandreou added

minutes before the final vote.

“We will do whatever it takes to

succeed. We will change this

country.” He also said it’s wrong

to point the finger of criticism at

the Troika. “Much of the blame

for the current situation the

country is in does not belong

with our international lenders

but is rooted in past misman-

agement, and we have to recog-

nize and change that,” Papan-

dreou said. “I continue to fight

for the country without consid-

erations of political cost, and

my three objectives are to avoid

bankruptcy, stabilize the econo-

my and implement necessary

restructuring reforms to

promote growth and employ-

ment,” said Papandreou, who

added that, “We will exhaust all

opportunities to assist society’s

worst hit by the crisis and the

measures as soon as possible.”

He came under stinging attack

from some members of his

party, who described the budget

as “not credible,” “not Socialist”

and “unfair.” But none dared

Papandreou Gets His Way, Moves to Quiet
His Critics, and Stifle Dissent in PASOK

By Sylvia Klimaki
TNH Staff Writer 

THESSALONIKI- “I am not a

politician. I will never become

one.” That’s what Yiannis

Boutaris, 68, from a famous

wine making family, was quick

to point out in an interview,

stressing that his professional

experience running a business –

and background as an environ-

mental activist – make him the

right fit for Greece’s second-

largest city, although after his

election in November he imme-

diately found himself

backpedaling from a report he

wanted to build a memorial to

Turkish statesman Mustafa Ke-

mal Ataturuk, under whose

reign as an army officer Greeks

were driven out of Asia Minor

and thousands killed and the

Greek city of Smyrna burned

and civilians massacred. Ataturk

was born in Thessaloniki, also

known as Salonika, in 1881,

and Boutaris said the reports of

a memorial – which fired up

righteous anger in Greeks and

those in the Diaspora – were

misplaced and that no memorial

will be built, but that Ataturk’s

house stands as an attraction for

visitors that will be open. “No-

body can deny history and Ke-

mal Atatürk massacred thou-

sands of Greeks, and we should

never forget history but his

house that is located in Thessa-

loniki should be open to visitors.

We have nothing to be afraid of.

Let the Turks come in Greece

and visit like we go to Constan-

tinople as tourists and give Turk-

ish people money by visiting

their country.” That little politi-

cal firestorm briefly overshad-

owed his victory that, with his

fellow Socialist George Kaminis

in Athens, made it the first two

in 24 years their party held the

leadership of both cities at the

same time. It was quite a tri-

umph for a man whose family

is one of the best known in

Greece’s crowded field of winery

A Nod to Ataturk, Boutaris’ New Epoch Begins

The Pancyprian Choir presented their annual Christmas concert
under the direction of Constantinos Yiannoudes on Saturday,

December 18. Christmas hymns and holiday carols were sung
at Astoria’s beautiful Church of St. Catherine's and St. George.

Greece gets state-of-the-art submarine
The hydrogen powered new Greek submarine “Papanikolas” in the naval ship yard in Piraeus
as it was finally delivered after a near decade delay in one of the biggest defense budget fiascos
in the long history of expensive military hardware for Greece’s arsenal.

Patriarchate Suspends Paisios
and Vikentios Indefinitely

By Natalie Bakopoulos 
Special to The National Herald  

Many engineers develop a

fascination with how things

work at an early age, and this

was certainly the case for Panos

Antsaklis, the H. Clifford and

Evelyn A. Brosey Professor of

Electrical Engineering at the

University of Notre Dame. The

young Antsaklis often disassem-

bled clocks, bicycles, and elec-

trical appliances; he was not

only interested in how things

work but how they might work

better. This attention, not only

to analysis but also to synthesis,

seems key to a career in engi-

neering research. For Antsaklis,

engineering is interesting be-

cause of its tremendous impact

on our everyday lives. After all,

the products of engineering —

from electric power, telephones,

automobiles, airplanes, satel-

lites, computers, and the Inter-

net — have undeniably changed

the way we live. But it’s not just

the application of research that

interests Antsaklis but the

process of investigation. A good

researcher must have imagina-

tion and vision; a good engineer

must be able to make the vision

a reality. As a research engineer,

Antsaklis points out, he must be

able to do both; he must have

his feet firmly on the ground

while still being able to gaze out

at the horizon. 

At Notre Dame, where he has

taught since 1980, he focuses

on problems of control and au-

tomation and examines ways in

which engineering systems can

be designed to autonomously

perform useful tasks and the

theory that needs to be devel-

oped to address them. At the

heart of such systems with high-

degree autonomy — and at the

heart of the discipline of systems

and control in general — lies

the mechanism of feedback, a

mechanism prevalent not only

in engineered systems but in

physical, biological, economic,

and social systems as well. Feed-

back, to put it simply, corrects

for uncertainty. Feedback con-

trol methods are used to regu-

late the temperature of our

homes and the cruise control in

our cars; they allow a plane to

run on autopilot. Physiologi-

cally, feedback control mecha-

nisms maintain our blood pres-

sure and blood glucose levels.

Biomedically, feedback control

methods allow for the use of

electrical nerve signals to con-

trol prosthetic limbs. Because

many feedback control systems

are hidden, or embedded in

computers, Antsaklis notes, the

Antsaklis Knows How Things Work

By Constantine S. Sirigos
TNH Staff Writer

NEW YORK – In a modern

world driven sometimes more

by greed than anything else, is

there a place for the ancient

ideals of philosophers such as

Aristotle and those who praised

concepts such as ethics that fed

the soul instead of filled the

pocket? Nadia Urbinati, the

Kyriakos Tsakopoulos Professor

of Political Theory and Hellenic

Studies at Columbia University,

made the case for Aristotle’s

way in the annual Kyriakos

Tsakopoulos Lecture, Aristotle

and the Moderns, at the Low Li-

brary of Columbia University

on, Dec. 9, and although his

views have powerful modern

detractors, the lecture proved at

least one Greek talking about

ethics is still scoring points,

even if he’s not alive.

Urbinati used the writings of

another 19th Century philoso-

pher, Nietzsche, to describe the

Is There a
Place for
Aristotle?

By Constantine S. Sirigos
TNH Staff Writer

NEW YORK – Elia Kazan, one of

America’s greatest screen and

stage directors, created some of

the most powerful images of

American life in the late 20th

Century. But the great image-

maker remains an enigma in

the America where he arrived

from Constantinople at the age

of 4. With someone as complex

as Kazan, there may be no rem-

edy, but fans can at least

immerse themselves in the films

he created. An 18-DVD boxed

set of his films titled The Elia

Kazan collection has just been

released which prompted

writer John Lahr to take a close

look at Kazan with a Critic At

Large piece titled Method Man:

Elia Kazan’s Singular Career in

the December 13 edition of The

New Yorker. The DVD set in-

cludes what Lahr calls director

“Martin Scorcese’s artful and

heartfelt recent documentary

homage ‘A Letter to Elia’ which

describes Kazan’s transition

from journeyman to studio di-

rector then to filmmaker.” Lahr

says, “The movies are a treasure

trove of defining cultural mo-

ments, among the a revolution

in film acting (Brando); the

finest filmed version of an

American drama (Tennessee

William’s A Streetcar Named

Desire); an iconic

representation of teen-age re-

bellion (East of Eden) and the

first compelling onscreen

account of the immigrant’s jour-

ney to the New World (America

America).

Kazan, whose last name was

changed from Kazanjoglous,

and has been described as “one

of the most honored and influ-

ential directors in Broadway

Elias Kazan:
Man in a
Box, With 
His Films

Greece’s 2011 Austerity Budget Promises More Pain, Sacrifice for Greeks
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concept is often referred to as

stealth technology.

Although such automatic

control systems have countless

modern-day applications, the

first such systems were devel-

oped more than 2,000 years

ago. The first feedback control

device on record was developed

in the Third Century B.C., in

Alexandria, by the Greek engi-

neer and inventor Ktesibios. His

water clock, or clepsydra, incor-

porated a feedback mechanism

that used a floating device as

both a sensor and an actuator

(a mechanical device for moving

or controlling,) which kept the

water level approximately con-

stant. This, in turn, ensured con-

stant water flow and, as a result,

accurate time keeping. And,

generally speaking, it’s this same

system of precision and systems

communication, this same con-

cept of feedback, that lies at the

core of Antsaklis’ work two mil-

lennia later. 

GREEK THINKING
Antsaklis was born and

raised in Kalamata, a harbor

town of 50,000 people situated

at the head of the Messinian Bay

in the Peloponnese. His father,

Ioannis Antsaklis, a surgeon,

was not from Kalamata but a

small town called Geraki, near

Sparti, in Lakonia, and raised in

Piraeus. In 1939, while his fa-

ther was working at the Red

Cross hospital in Athens, seem-

ingly destined for an academic

career, a friend suggested Dr.

Antsaklis relocate to Kalamata

to open a clinic and practice

surgery. And that he did. Soon

after, World War II began, and

doctors were in high demand.

Ioannis Antsaklis served at the

front in Albania. When the oc-

cupation and the Greek civil war

ended, he had a growing family

and decided to remain in Kala-

mata, a very dear place to

Antsaklis, not only because of

his family’s roots but because of

its natural beauty and rich his-

tory. He has fond memories of

Sunday day trips he took with

his family: small, quaint towns

of Methoni and Koroni with

their medieval fortresses; the

town of Pylos on the west coast

of the Peloponnese, which is the

site of the famous Navarino sea

battle during the Greek War of

Independence and also the

Palace of Nestor; the ancient sta-

dium of Olympia; and Mani,

with all its untamed beauty.

Many of his memories of

Kalamata, of course, involve his

parents. His mother, Marina, was

involved with philanthropic or-

ganizations, such as the orphan-

age and the Kalogries, the

monastery at Ypapanti. A beau-

tiful and intelligent woman, she

was well informed about current

events. “A great book reader,”

Antsaklis says of her, “with ex-

cellent French, very cosmopoli-

tan. And a great cook!” She in-

stilled in Antsaklis and his

brothers the importance of edu-

cation and often worked with the

young boys as they completed

their homework. She still lives in

Athens and remains the heart of

the family. When Antsaklis’ fa-

ther was establishing his prac-

tice, Kalamata did not have a tra-

ditional hospital, so his father’s

40-bed clinic also served as the

town’s emergency room. His fa-

ther worked very hard and very

late each night, yet he still man-

aged to research new surgical

methods, usually to treat a par-

ticular patient. And because

much of this information was not

available in Greek, he also taught

himself French, English, and

some German in order to read

the required medical books and

journals. Perhaps this dedication

to learning and its immediate rel-

evance was impressed upon

Antsaklis at a young age, for his

own work combines both theory

and application.

His father’s dedication and

sense of responsibility to the

people of Kalamata was not only

manifest in his late nights and

constant learning. He was a true

humanitarian and treated those

who could not afford to pay for

care, at no charge. And even

now, decades later, when

Antsaklis visits Kalamata with

his family, the children of his fa-

ther’s patients recall his name

and relay stories of his father’s

compassion. Though Antsaklis

became an engineer, medicine

did interest him. As a young boy,

he spent much time at his fa-

ther’s clinic. Before his father

began a surgery, the young

Antsaklis watched his father

scrub his hands “up to the el-

bows” for what seemed like an

endless amount of time. Then,

from behind a glass partition,

he watched his father perform

operations: appendectomies

that typically lasted 20 minutes,

some done with only local anes-

thesia, and plenty of bone set-

tings. “I even watched a few

Caesarian operations,” Antsaklis

says. In fact, friends and family

assumed that because of this in-

terest, the youngest Antsaklis

would naturally become a doc-

tor; his two older brothers were

already in medical school. In-

stead, the intense appeal of

mathematics and physics led

him toward engineering. At the

age of 17, he took the national

exams and did very well; if he

had enrolled in physics at the

University of Athens he would

have entered first in rank. In-

stead, he enrolled in the very

competitive and esteemed Me-

chanical and Electrical Engi-

neering Department at the Na-

tional Technical University of

Athens (Athens Polytechnic,) a

rigorous five-year program. 

Antsaklis came to the United

States in 1972 for graduate

school, sponsored by the Ful-

bright Foundation, to study con-

trol systems at Brown University

in Providence, Rhode Island.

While at Brown, he met his

wife-to-be, Melinda Reese-

Antsaklis, who was then a grad-

uate student in Russian litera-

ture. After completing his Ph.D.,

he taught there for one year. He

then was visiting professor at

Rice University in Houston and

lecturer at the Imperial College

of the University of London be-

fore taking a position, in 1980,

at the University of Notre Dame;

Melinda also taught there. He

has also held teaching and re-

search sabbaticals at Massachu-

setts Institute of Technology, the

Imperial College and the Na-

tional Technical University of

Athens. 

IT’S CYBERMAN!
Though he has been in the

States for 37 years, Antsaklis has

maintained close ties with

Greece. For as long as he can

remember he and his family

have traveled to Greece each

summer, visiting Kalamata,

where his daughter, Lily, now a

sophomore at Heidelberg Uni-

versity in Ohio, still meets with

her childhood friends, many of

whom are sons and daughters

of her father’s own former class-

mates. He also spends some

time in Athens, where his

mother, Marina, lives, and

where he might visit the Benaki

Museum and the Temple at

Sounion, attend a performance

at the Irodio Theater and enjoy

an ouzo and the view of the

Acropolis from the Dionysus

Cafe. His visits to Greece are

also professional in nature. He

often lectures at Greek univer-

sities, and he is the Founding

President of the Mediterranean

Control Association. And

like most academics, Antsaklis

both teaches and conducts re-

search. When asked if he finds

that one pursuit enhances the

other, he replies, “Yes, ab-

solutely!” At Notre Dame he has

received numerous teaching

awards, such as the Kaneb

Teaching Award for Excellence

in Undergraduate Teaching. He

has also authored several books,

including a very well respected

graduate textbook on linear sys-

tems. He has five graduate stu-

dents in his laboratory, students

from all over the world. Partic-

ularly because his own research

is interdisciplinary in nature,

and because systems and con-

trol is a discipline that takes a

global point of view, he encour-

ages his students not only to

participate in conferences and

author scholarly papers, but also

to examine the full picture, to

attend lectures in other subjects

to further broaden their hori-

zons. He said he believes that a

leader should be multidimen-

sional so to perceive all the com-

plexities of an issue: societal and

ethical in addition to scientific

and technical.

Because Antsaklis said he be-

lieves not only in depth of

knowledge, but in its breadth,

it seems fitting that the work

that currently excites him most

involves the close integration of

networked embedded comput-

ing systems and the physical

and biological worlds working

together to achieve certain

goals. He says: “This is where

software merges with the phys-

ical and biological worlds to cre-

ate systems that we never

thought would become a reality,

from artificial limbs to novel

spacecraft.” Such systems have

been termed “cyber-physical

systems” by the National Sci-

ence Foundation. A cyber-phys-

ical system can be small, such

as that used in a pacemaker, or

quite substantial, such as an air

traffic control system or the na-

tional power grid.

Cyber-physical systems can

change the way we interact with

the physical world. According to

a report prepared by the Cyber-

Physical Systems Steering

Group (2008,) they can make

systems safer and more efficient,

both economically and energy-

wise; they have the potential to

transform industry. For example,

cyber-physical technology can

be applied to create faster-fly-

ing, energy-efficient aircrafts

and safer, more energy - and

economically efficient homes

and cars. It can help create high-

way systems that allow for

dense traffic to operate more

safely, and it can be used to en-

gineer more capable, finely

tuned defense systems. 

TIME AND TIME AGAIN
Antsaklis notes he is not only

interested in improving upon

what has already been created

but also on identifying what

needs doing and finding a way

to implement it, so it comes as

no surprise that he’s a pioneer

in this relatively new field. For

Antsaklis — much like his fa-

ther, a talented diagnostician

who anticipated and subse-

quently learned what surgical

methods he might need to help

a patient — having the vision

to see what might be next on

the horizon is fundamental to

being a cutting-edge scientist. 

Yet even with all this forward-

looking research and technol-

ogy, Antsaklis said he believes

it’s imperative to acknowledge

those advancements that have

undoubtedly stood the test of

time. And evidence of one

stands right in the center of

Athens, in its ancient agora, a

place Antsaklis frequently visits

when in Athens. The Tower of

Winds, or Horologium (from the

Greek horologion, or time-

piece,) is a combination of a

wind vane, sundial and water

clock. It is a large, octagonal

structure, and on each of its

eight sides face points of the

compass. These sides are also

decorated, in bas-relief, with fly-

ing figures of the corresponding

wind gods. Atop the tower sat a

wind vane in the form of a

bronze Triton, which contained

a water clock — Ktesibios’ in-

vention — to record time when

the sundial could not. One of

the few standing, never-been

buried structures of antiquity,

the Tower of Winds, was built

around 100–50 B.C. by Andron-

icus of Cyrrhus for the sheer

purpose of measuring time. 

And isn’t time always, as the

old adage goes, of the essence?

Antsaklis notes that measuring

time accurately for long periods

was particularly difficult, and

the earliest calendars were

based on the lunar month and

the later ones on the solar year.

But, to bring in mathematics,

neither the lunar month nor the

solar year, rather inconveniently,

consist of an integer number of

days (the lunar month is ap-

proximately 29.50306 days; the

solar year, 365.24219 days.)

This problematic fact is partially

why the Eastern and Western

Christian churches celebrate

Easter at different times, an ex-

tremely complicated matter that

Antsaklis, just for fun, has writ-

ten about in wonderful detail

(http://www.nd.edu/~pantsakl

/easter.htm.) And it’s this quest

for knowledge, this desire not

only to understand and discover

but to elegantly communicate

his understandings, that seems

to define him and his work.

Natalie Bakopoulos is a lecturer
in the Department of English
Language and Literature at the
University of Michigan. Her first
novel, The Green Shore, set in
Athens during the military dic-
tatorship of 1967–1974, is due
to be published by Simon &
Schuster in 2012.

Antsaklis Knows Engineering, and How Things Work In the World
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Antsaklis and his wife, Melinda Reese-Antsaklis, nderneath the Acropolis in front of the Irodio
Theater (2008), where they enjoy attending performances. 
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Having the vision to see
what might be next on the
horizon is fundamental to
being a cutting-edge
scientist
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Dr. Panos Antsaklis, the H. Clifford and Evelyn A. Brosey Pro-
fessor of Electrical Engineering at the University of Notre Dame,
focuses on problems of control and automation and ways in
which engineering systems can be designed to exhibit a high
degree of autonomy in performing useful tasks. 

Antsaklis’ wife, Melinda Reese-Antsaklis, and their daughter,
Lily, relax on a beach in Kalamata in 1992. 

Antsaklis’ parents, Ioannis and Marina, on a family trip to
Paris in 1967. His mother still lives in Athens and remains the
center of the family. His father, a surgeon, opened a clinic in
Kalamata in 1939. 
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