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There is a Lot of Work!

2 hours outside work per 1 in class hour 
16 credits x 3 work hours/wk/credit=48 hr/wk on academics



Our Academic Ship Has Set Sail onto 
the High Seas; It is not Turning Back; 

It is not an Easy Journey!

S.S. Minnesota of  the Guion Line: 
an Irish immigrant-laden ship, 
departed from Cobh, Co. Cork

Cobh Harbor, Co. Cork, 2018



My Family’s journeys of 
the 1850s



Thesis:  

Hard work and some fighting 
spirit has engendered success 

in individuals, families, and 
the greater World.



From the ND Website

https://und.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/nd_w_swim__mg06-p083-100.pdf

In the early days of  Notre Dame….

https://und.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/nd_w_swim__mg06-p083-100.pdf


A Meme for Notre Dame 
students:

Sprung from working class immigrants who worked hard 
and achieved success in America. 

Ask your parents and grandparents what that means. 

It is worth remembering. 

It is worth emulating. 

I’ll give you here some insights from my own family’s story.



Understand where you came from to 
Understand where you’re Going: 

Some Personal History

Powers Bros. Farms, Wapella, Illinois, October 2017   (7:18) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=mIlPBpgBWtM&app=desktop

https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=mIlPBpgBWtM&app=desktop


Great-Great Grandfather:   
John Powers (1824-1865)

Born, County Waterford, Ireland 

Emigrated to build the Illinois Central 
Railroad 

Early citizen of  Wapella, Illinois 

Likely heard Lincoln in 1858, during 
Lincoln’s stop in Wapella 

Naturalized citizen  8 Oct 1860 by Judge 
David Davis, appointed by Lincoln as 
Justice of  the US Supreme Court 

Eligible to vote for president on 6 Nov 1860

Clinton Public, 28 Jan 1887



Great-Great Grandfather:   
Patrick Toohill (1840-1926)

Born, Fermoy County Cork, Ireland 

Immigrated to New York City then Illinois 

Befriended A. Lincoln and became “sod-
buster” 

Moved to Wapella, Illinois, 1862 

Registered for the draft 1863 

His father received a pass from A. Lincoln 
to search for his missing sons 

He gave his grandchildren $100 in gold on 
their graduation from college.

No member of  the farming community of  DeWitt 
County is more worthy of  representation in this 
Biographical Album than this gentleman. He is one 
of  the most extensive farmers and stock-growers of  
Wilson Township, where he has large landed 
interests and a commodious home..…His father, 
Edmond Toohill, was also a native of  that island, 
where he engaged as a farmer until he immigrated to 
America in 1838. After coming to this country he 
lived in the State of  New York until 1857, when he 
took up his residence in this county. He had three 
sons in the army during the war, and he went to 
Washington to gain permission from Abraham 
Lincoln to see them.  The President kindly gave him 
a pass that allowed him to go where he pleased, and 
he traveled much in the South and considerably 
through the West.
1891 DeWitt County 
Biographical Album



Working/Fighting Uncle 
James Toohill, 1847-1927

Born in Fermoy, Co. Cork, Ireland during the famine 
US Citizen: 1854 in Manhattan’s Lower East Side 



Fighting Uncle James

Volunteered in 1862 for the 88th New York 
 “Fighting Irish” regiment as a drummer boy 
Peninsular Campaign, Antietam, Fredericksburg 
His chaplain was Notre Dame’s President Fr. Corby 
Reported as a deserter after Fredericksburg



Working Uncle James

Joined his brother Patrick in Central Illinois in 1873 
Farmed 
Married and raised 12 children 
Died in 1927



Working Cousin James 
Toohill, 2020

https://toohillbeef.com

https://toohillbeef.com


Working/Fighting Uncle 
Francis M. Powers, 1896-1927

Born on Powers Bros. Farm 
Fought in WWI, US Army, 26th Division 
Wounded with poison gas in France, Meuse-Argonne 
School-teacher and farmer after the war 
Died working in the cornfield in 1927 
Well loved



My Donovan family reunion, 
American Legion Hall 

Heyworth, Illinois 
1 August 2015

“Fighting Donovans,” veterans of  military service



Earlier Fighting Irish: 

Jeremiah 
O’Donovan-Rossa 

1831-1915 
convicted-high treason; 

exiled-Staten Island;  
inspired-1916 Rebellion



Earlier Working Irish:

John Donovan, 
1844-1913, 

son of  Jeremiah Donovan, 
Clonakilty, Co. Cork

Network-builders more than a network-users

Mary (Fenton) Donovan, 
1849-1916 

grew up near  
Robert Boyle’s castle,  

Clashmore, Co. Waterford

John Donovan on the 
farm he owned, South 

Downs, Illinois



John and Mary Donovan’s 
Children:

Fr. Robert, OSB    Richard 
Jeremiah        Mary              John



Mary (Donovan) Powers’ 
Children and Grandchildren

Corn-shelling, Wapella, Illinois, ca. 1975



Working, Fighting, and 
Singing Irish

Joseph Leo Powers 
1926-1995, 

“Remember what you 
 came here for.”



As my Dad would say, Let’s 
Stop Fighting and Get to Work!

“With malice towards none, with 
charity for all, with firmness in the 
right, as God gives us to see the 
right, let us strive on to finish the 
work we are in, to bind up the 
nation’s wounds.” 

A. Lincoln, 4 March 1865



Corollary: working and Fighting 
spirit applied through engineering 

leads to a better world.

• Safe and reliable air travel 
• Safe and reliable water supply 
• National defense 
• Interstate highway system 
• The internet 
• Satellite communications 
• Safe and reliable consumer products 
• etc.



Relevance?
• You will have workloads not faced by other majors. 
• You may learn the virtues of  “delayed gratification.” 
• Fall sophomore year was hard; spring sophomore is 

harder. 
• Fall junior year is just as hard. 
• You will be learning a skill set and work ethic 

that has had great success in the past and is 
valued by employers. 

• You will have more choices in senior year. 
• Make choices that would make your hard-working 

parents and ancestors proud and that will do the world 
some good. 

Go Irish!


