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Nature vs. Nurture
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Holt International 
Adoption Services

• “Holt International Children's Services is 
dedicated to carrying out God's plan for every 
child to have a permanent, loving family.”

• “…develop and maintain programs overseas to 
give orphaned, abandoned and vulnerable 
children safe and nurturing environments in 
which to develop.”
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• Start by Harry and Bertha Holt
• Sought to aid Amerisian children in Korean 

orphanages
• Adopted 8 children themselves
• Had to have special legislation passed
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• Started the agency in 1956
• Largest adoption agency – placing 40K 

children
• Place 300 kids/year from a variety of 

countries
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Adoptions process

• Takes 12-18 months
• Application, home study, criminal check, 

adoption classes, adoptee comes to the 
US, adopted in family court

• Adoptions covered by US/Korean laws
• Parents must have

– >125% of FPL
– Adoptive parents 25-45 years of age
– No more than 4 kids in house
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• Holt adoptions are first come, first serve
• Timing of when application completed 

determines 
• Therefore, placement of children into household 

is quasi random
• Parents cannot specify gender of a child, but 

families with all boys or girls can request a child 
of the opposite sex

• After assignment, takes 4.5 months for the child 
to come home
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Data

• Survey of children placed by Holt 1964-85
• Data from Holt records and survey 

conducted 2004/5
• Target of sample were adoptees aged 24-

34 but collected data on all adoptees
• Low response rate (34%)
• Relied on parents’ responses about 

outcomes for adult children
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Scarr and Weinberg, 1978
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Plug and Vijverberg, 2003
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Holt Data
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