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Abstract A fifth order weighted essentially non-oscillatory (WENO) fast sweeping method
is designed in this paper, extending the result of the third order WENO fast sweeping method
in J. Sci. Comput. 29, 25–56 (2006) and utilizing the two approaches of accurate inflow
boundary condition treatment in J. Comput. Math. 26, 1–11 (2008), which allows the usage
of Cartesian meshes regardless of the domain boundary shape. The resulting method is tested
on a variety of problems to demonstrate its good performance and CPU time efficiency when
compared with lower order fast sweeping methods.
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1 Introduction

We are concerned with the numerical solution of the static Hamilton-Jacobi equations{
H(φx1 , . . . , φxd

, x) = f (x), x ∈ � \ �

φ(x) = g(x), x ∈ � ⊂ �
(1)

where � is a computational domain in Rd with suitable boundary conditions set on the
subset �. The Hamiltonian H is a nonlinear Lipschitz continuous function. Among the
Hamilton-Jacobi equations, a very important member is the Eikonal equation, which can be
described as {

|∇φ(x)| = f (x), x ∈ � \ �

φ(x) = g(x), x ∈ � ⊂ �
(2)

where f (x) is a positive function.
The static Hamilton-Jacobi equation (1) can be considered as the steady state solution of

the time dependent Hamilton-Jacobi equation

φt + H(φx1 , . . . , φxd
, x) = f (x). (3)

The Hamilton-Jacobi equations have abundant applications, such as in optimal control, im-
age processing, computer vision, geometric optics, and pedestrian flow models, see, e.g. [2].
The solution to (3) or (1) may not always be differentiable or unique. By mimicking the
entropy condition for hyperbolic conservation laws to pick out a physically relevant solu-
tion, the concept of viscosity solutions was introduced so that a global, physically relevant
solution can be defined for such nonlinear equations which is unique, Lipschitz continuous,
but may not be everywhere differentiable.

Numerical discretization for (3) includes first order monotone schemes on structured
meshes [5] and on unstructured meshes [1], high order essentially non-oscillatory (ENO)
schemes on structured meshes [11, 12], high order weighted ENO (WENO) schemes on
structured meshes [9], high order WENO schemes on unstructured meshes [18], and high
order discontinuous Galerkin methods on unstructured meshes [4, 6], among many others.
A review of the discretization techniques for the Hamilton-Jacobi equations can be found
in [15]. The difference among these schemes is usually in their spatial discretization. For
a truly time dependent solution, an explicit time discretization, such as the total variation
diminishing (TVD) time discretization in [16], is often used. Such discretization can also be
used to obtain the solution of (1) from the steady state solution of (3), marching in time until
the difference of the numerical solution between successive time steps becomes negligibly
small. This however may not be the most efficient approach to obtain the solution of (1). In
recent years, the fast sweeping method has been developed as one of the efficient techniques
for obtaining the steady state solution of (1). The original fast sweeping method [3, 20] is
only for first order monotone schemes on structured meshes. Later, the fast sweeping method
has been generalized to some of the high order spatial discretizations. For example, in [19],
the fast sweeping method is generalized to the third order WENO scheme of [9]; in [14], it
is generalized to fifth order weighted power ENO scheme and a new stopping criterion is
proposed; and in [10], it is generalized to the high order discontinuous Galerkin method of
[4]. These high order fast sweeping methods are also used in the pedestrian flow simulations
in [8, 17], which require repeated solution of a static Eikonal equation.
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The high order fast sweeping methods produce much more accurate solutions on coarser
meshes when compared with the first order fast sweeping method. However, the local solver
might involve more information in the downwind part, and hence the number of iterations
for convergence to the steady state solution might be significantly larger than that of the
first order method, and this number might increase when the mesh size is decreased. It is
therefore necessary to look carefully at the efficiency of such high order fast sweeping meth-
ods, in order to demonstrate their relative CPU time efficiency to first order fast sweeping
methods for achieving the same level of error. Another complication is that the high order
spatial discretization involves a wider stencil and hence the additional difficulty in treating
the numerical boundary conditions. In [19] and also several other papers on similar meth-
ods [8, 10, 17], the values of the numerical solution at these boundary points are either
fixed with the exact solution, which is not always feasible, or computed with a first order
discretization, which would reduce the global accuracy. In [7], two strategies to handle in-
flow numerical boundary conditions and solving the static Eikonal equation (2) by using
the fast sweeping third order WENO scheme in [19] are developed. The first approach uses
a first order fast sweeping method to produce numerical solutions with several different
mesh sizes near the boundary, and then forms a Richardson extrapolation to obtain suitable
high order solution values at the grid points near the inflow boundary. This approach usu-
ally involves only a small additional computational cost because the numerical solution at
the grid points near the inflow boundary can often be obtained with only local sweeping
in the first order fast sweeping method. The second approach uses a Lax-Wendroff type
procedure repeatedly utilizing the PDE to write the normal spatial derivatives to the in-
flow boundary in terms of the tangential derivatives, which would then be readily available
by the physical inflow boundary condition. With these normal spatial derivatives, we can
then obtain high order solution values at the grid points near the inflow boundary. This ap-
proach, when applicable, involves a negligibly small additional computational cost. This
approach also allows the usage of Cartesian meshes regardless of the domain boundary
shape, since the boundary does not have to be on grid points. Numerical examples in [7],
for the Eikonal equation (2), prove the effectiveness of these boundary conditions treat-
ments.

In this paper, we extend the work in [19] of the third order fast sweeping WENO method
to fifth order accuracy, using the classical WENO spatial discretization in [9]. Special
attention is paid to the treatment of numerical boundary conditions, which turns out to
be crucial in guaranteeing accuracy and small number of iterations for convergence. For
inflow boundary conditions, we adopt the two strategies introduced in [7]. For outflow
boundary conditions, we apply extrapolation but carefully tune the order of this extrapo-
lation so that the number of iterations remains small and the order of accuracy achieved
inside the computational domain remains fifth order. We carry out an extensive list of
numerical experiments and compare the CPU efficiency against lower order fast sweep-
ing methods to achieve comparable errors. It is shown that our fast sweeping fifth or-
der WENO method converges in a relatively small number of iterations and is more effi-
cient in CPU time to achieve the desired error level than lower order fast sweeping meth-
ods.

The rest of the paper is organized as follows. The fast sweeping fifth order WENO
method and the boundary condition treatments are described in Sect. 2. In Sect. 3 we pro-
vide several numerical examples to demonstrate the effectiveness and efficiency of the fifth
order fast sweeping method. Concluding remarks are given in Sect. 4.
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2 The Fast Sweeping Fifth Order WENO Method and the Treatment of Boundary
Conditions

In this section we first give a brief description of the fast sweeping fifth order WENO
scheme, following [19]. We then describe the two approaches for the numerical boundary
conditions with fifth order accuracy.

2.1 The Fast Sweeping Fifth Order WENO Scheme

We give a brief description of the fast sweeping fifth order WENO scheme, following [19],
for solving the static Hamilton-Jacobi equation (1). For more details, we refer to [9, 19].

For simplicity, we assume that the computational domain � is covered by a tensor prod-
uct mesh �h = {(xi, yj ) : 0 ≤ i ≤ I,0 ≤ j ≤ J } and �h = � ∩ �h. We assume without loss
of generality that the mesh is uniform, xi = i�x, yj = j�y and �x = �y = h. The approx-
imation of the solution to the static Hamilton-Jacobi equation (1) at the location (xi, yj )

is denoted by φi,j , which is obtained by a fast sweeping iterative procedure. As in [7], we
divide the set of mesh points (xi, yj ) into the following four categories:

• Category I contains the points at the inflow part of the domain boundary. The numerical
solution φi,j in Category I is fixed at the prescribed physical boundary condition and does
not change during the fast sweeping iteration.

• Category II contains the points at the outflow part of the domain boundary, where no phys-
ical boundary condition is given, and the ghost points outside the computational domain
near the outflow boundary which are necessary for the wide stencil WENO interpola-
tion. The numerical solution φi,j in Category II is obtained by extrapolation of suitable
accuracy, based on the numerical solution inside the computational domain.

• Category III contains the few points inside the computational domain and near the inflow
boundary. These points cannot be updated by the WENO scheme because of its wide
stencil. For the fifth order WENO scheme, any point which has a horizontal or vertical
distance less than 4h from the inflow boundary belongs to this category.

• Category IV contains all the remaining points, which are updated during the fast sweeping
iterations until convergence.

The Gauss-Seidel iterations with four alternating direction sweepings are then performed
as follows:

(1) i = 0 : I, j = 0 : J ; (2) i = I : 0, j = 0 : J ;
(3) i = I : 0, j = J : 0; (4) i = 0 : I, j = J : 0.

(4)

To compute the viscosity solution for (1) in 2D, we discretize the Hamiltonian H by a
monotone numerical Hamiltonian Ĥ [5]:{

Ĥ (φ−
x , φ+

x ;φ−
y , φ+

y )ij = f (xi, yj ), (i, j) ∈ �h \ �h

φij = gij , (i, j) ∈ �h ⊂ �h.
(5)

There are at least two types of numerical Hamiltonian that we can use to solve the non-
linear problem. The first is the Godunov type numerical Hamiltonian, which can be used
for the Eikonal equation (2) as well as the general Hamilton-Jacobi equations (1) with
H(u,v) = η(u2, v2) where η is a monotone function with respect to both arguments (see
[15]). The second type of monotone numerical Hamiltonian, suitable for discretizing a gen-
eral Hamiltonian H(u,v), is the Lax-Friedrichs numerical Hamiltonian which is the sim-
plest among all monotone numerical Hamiltonians.
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2.1.1 Godunov Type Hamiltonian

For the Eikonal equation (2), the local solution procedure for the fifth order WENO scheme
to update the new solution at the grid (i, j) is as follows:

φnew
i,j =

⎧⎨
⎩

min(φx min
i,j , φ

y min
i,j ) + fi,j h, if |φx min

i,j − φ
y min
i,j | ≥ fi,jh,

φx min
i,j

+φ
y min
i,j

+(2f 2
i,j

h2−(φx min
i,j

−φ
y min
i,j

)2)
1
2

2 , otherwise
(6)

where fi,j = f (xi, yj ), and{
φx min

i,j = min
(
φi,j − h(φx)

−
i,j , φi,j + h(φx)

+
i,j

)
φ

y min
i,j = min

(
φi,j − h(φy)

−
i,j , φi,j + h(φy)

+
i,j

) (7)

with

(φx)
−
i,j = ω0(φx)

−,0
i,j + ω1(φx)

−,1
i,j + ω2(φx)

−,2
i,j (8)

where

ω0 + ω1 + ω2 = 1 (9)

and

(φx)
−,0
i,j = 1

3

�+
x φi−3,j

h
− 7

6

�+
x φi−2,j

h
+ 11

6

�+
x φi−1,j

h

(φx)
−,1
i,j = −1

6

�+
x φi−2,j

h
+ 5

6

�+
x φi−1,j

h
+ 1

3

�+
x φi,j

h
(10)

(φx)
−,2
i,j = 1

3

�+
x φi−1,j

h
+ 5

6

�+
x φi,j

h
− 1

6

�+
x φi+1,j

h

in which

�+
x φi,j = φi+1,j − φi,j , �−

x φi,j = φi,j − φi−1,j .

Similarly, we can define (φx)
+
i,j . The nonlinear weights are defined by (9) and

ω0 = α0

α0 + α1 + α2
, ω2 = α2

α0 + α1 + α2

with

α0 = 1

(ε + IS0)2
, α1 = 6

(ε + IS1)2
, α2 = 3

(ε + IS2)2

and

IS0 = 13(a − b)2 + 3(a − 3b)2

IS1 = 13(b − c)2 + 3(b + c)2

IS2 = 13(c − d)2 + 3(3c − d)2

where

a = �−
x �+

x φi−2,j

h
, b = �−

x �+
x φi−1,j

h
, c = �−

x �+
x φi,j

h
, d = �−

x �+
x φi+1,j

h
.
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The definitions for (φy)
−
i,j and (φy)

+
i,j are analogous. Here ε is a small number in the WENO

nonlinear weights. In the description above, φnew
i,j denotes the to-be-updated numerical solu-

tion for φ at the grid point (i, j), and φi,j denotes the currently available value of φ.
Convergence is declared if ∥∥φnew − φold

∥∥ ≤ δ, (11)

where δ is a given convergence threshold value and φold
i,j denotes the old value of φ before

the start of the current sweeping step. L1 norm is used in (11).

2.1.2 Lax-Friedrichs Type Hamiltonian

We define

Ĥ LF (u−, u+;v−, v+) = H

(
u− + u+

2
,
v− + v+

2

)
− 1

2
αx(u

+ − u−) − 1

2
αy(v

+ − v−)

where

αx = max
A≤u≤B
C≤v≤D

|H1(u, v)|, αy = max
A≤u≤B
C≤v≤D

|H2(u, v)|. (12)

Here Hi(u, v) is the partial derivative of H with respect to the ith argument, or the Lipschitz
constant of H with respect to the ith argument. [A,B] is the value range for u±, and [C,D]
is the value range for v±. The Lax-Friedrichs numerical Hamiltonian is monotone when
A ≤ u ≤ B , C ≤ v ≤ D. The high order Lax-Friedrichs fast sweeping scheme for static
Hamilton-Jacobi equations can be written as:

φnew
i,j =

(
h

αx + αy

)[
f − H

(
(φx)

−
i,j + (φx)

+
i,j

2
,
(φy)

−
i,j + (φy)

+
i,j

2

)

+ αx

(φx)
+
i,j − (φx)

−
i,j

2
+ αy

(φy)
+
i,j − (φy)

−
i,j

2

]
+ φold

i,j (13)

where φi,j denotes the currently available value of φ.

2.1.3 Initial Quess

For high order Godunov type numerical Hamiltonian, the solution from the first-order Go-
dunov fast sweeping method [20] is used as the initial guess for all the grid points in Cat-
egory IV. Grid values in Categories I and III are fixed as appropriate, and before each it-
eration, grid values in Category II are obtained by suitable extrapolation. For high order
Lax-Friedrichs numerical Hamiltonian, grid values in Categories I, II and III are assigned
the same as the Godunov type Hamiltonian, and large values (emulating +∞) are used as
the initial guess for all the grid points in Category IV.

2.2 Boundary Treatment

In this subsection we describe briefly the two types of boundary treatments developed in [7],
for points in Category III as defined in the previous subsection.
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2.2.1 Strategy I: Richardson Extrapolation

This procedure starts with several first order accurate solutions with different mesh sizes,
then the Richardson extrapolation is used to obtain high order accurate point values for
those points in Category III. This is feasible without excessive computational cost because
points in Category III are close to the inflow boundary, hence the first order fast sweeping
iterations can be performed locally, greatly reducing the computational cost.

Assume Ih is the numerical solution of the first order fast sweeping scheme with mesh
size h at the location (x∗, y∗), which is a grid point in Category III. If we further assume

Ih − I = β1h + β2h
2 + β3h

3 + β4h
4 + O(h5)

with constant coefficients βi , where I is the exact solution at the location (x∗, y∗), which is
reasonable when the exact solution is smooth enough, then

Ĩh = 1

315
Ih − 2

21
Ih/2 + 8

9
Ih/4 − 64

21
Ih/8 + 1024

315
Ih/16 (14)

would be a fifth order approximation to I :

Ĩh − I = O(h5).

This boundary treatment strategy is suitable for most types of inflow boundaries, includ-
ing the source boundary consisting of a single point. The efficiency of this strategy how-
ever depends on how fast we can compute the first order approximations Ih, Ih/2, Ih/4, Ih/8

and Ih/16 for all grid points inside Category III. When the characteristics from the inflow
boundary do not intersect with each other, such first order fast sweeping computation can
be performed locally and is very fast. When the characteristics from the inflow boundary do
intersect with each other, the efficiency of this strategy would decrease. Fortunately, in this
case the inflow boundary would not be a single point, hence the second strategy described
next would usually be applicable.

2.2.2 Strategy II: The Lax-Wendroff Type Procedure

This procedure is based on Taylor expansions and then on converting normal derivatives by
tangential derivatives on the boundary based on repeated usage of the PDE. To fix the ideas,
let us assume that the left boundary

� = {(x, y) : x = 0, 0 ≤ y ≤ 1} (15)

of the computational domain [0,1]2 is the inflow boundary, on which the solution is given
as

φ(0, y) = g(y), 0 ≤ y ≤ 1.

We would like to obtain a high order approximation to the solution value φi,j ≈ φ(xi, yj )

for i = 1,2,3 and a fixed j , which corresponds to a point (xi, yj ) in Category III. A simple
Taylor expansion gives, for i = 1,2,3,

φ(xi, yj ) = φ(0, yj ) + ihφx(0, yj ) + (ih)2

2
φxx(0, yj ) + (ih)3

3! φxxx(0, yj )
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+ (ih)4

4! φxxxx(0, yj ) + O(h5)

hence the fifth order approximation is

φi,j = φ(0, yj ) + ihφx(0, yj ) + (ih)2

2
φxx(0, yj ) + (ih)3

3! φxxx(0, yj ) + (ih)4

4! φxxxx(0, yj ).

We already have φ(0, yj ) = g(yj ). The PDE (1), evaluated at the point (0, yj ), becomes

H(φx(0, yj ), g
′(yj )) = f (0, yj ) (16)

in which the only unknown quantity is φx(0, yj ). Solving this (usually nonlinear) equation
should give us φx(0, yj ). There might be more than one root, in which case we should choose
the root so that

∂uH(φx(0, yj ), g
′(yj )) > 0 (17)

where ∂u refers to the partial derivative with respect to the first argument in H(u,v). The
condition (17) guarantees that the boundary � in (15) is an inflow boundary. If the condition
(17) still cannot pin down a root, then we would choose the root which is closest to the value
from the first order fast sweeping solution at the same grid point. To obtain φxx(0, yj ), we
first take the derivative with respect to y on the original PDE (1), and then evaluate it at the
point (0, yj ), which yields

∂uH(φx(0, yj ), g
′(yj ))φxy(0, yj ) + ∂vH(φx(0, yj ), g

′(yj ))g
′′(yj ) = fy(0, yj ), (18)

where ∂u and ∂v refer to the partial derivatives with respect to the first and second arguments
in H(u,v), respectively. In this equation the only unknown quantity is φxy(0, yj ), hence we
obtain easily its value, thanks to (17). We then take the derivative with respect to x on the
original PDE (1), and evaluate it at the point (0, yj ) to obtain

∂uH(φx(0, yj ), g
′(yj ))φxx(0, yj ) + ∂vH(φx(0, yj ), g

′(yj ))φxy(0, yj ) = fx(0, yj ).

This time, the only unknown quantity is φxx(0, yj ), which we can obtain readily from
this equality. Following the same procedure, we can obtain the values of φxxx(0, yj ) and
φxxxx(0, yj ). We remark that this approach allows the usage of Cartesian meshes regardless
of the shape of the domain boundary �, for example, a curved boundary, since the boundary
does not have to be on grid points. We refer to [7] for more details.

3 Numerical Examples

In this section, we demonstrate the effectiveness and efficiency of the fast sweeping fifth
order WENO method, denoted by “swp5”, with accurate boundary treatment through a few
two dimensional (2-D) numerical examples. Results of fast sweeping third order WENO
method, denoted by “swp3”, and first order fast sweeping method, denoted by “swp1”,
are also included in some cases for comparison. The order of extrapolation on the outflow
boundary is taken as 3 for the fast sweeping fifth order WENO method. This choice gives
a faster convergence of the fast sweeping iterations, and does not affect the designed fifth
order accuracy away from the outflow boundary. When such extrapolation is used, the er-
rors are computed in a smaller inner box of length 2h0 away from the outer boundary, where
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h0 refers to the coarsest mesh size. In our computation, the small number ε in the nonlin-
ear WENO weights is taken to be 10−6, and the threshold value δ at which iteration stops
is taken to be δ = 10−14. Exceptions will be explicitly described in the examples. We list
the number of iterations in our tables, noticing that each iteration contains four sweepings.
Except for the last example, the Godunov type numerical Hamiltonian is used.

Example 1 We solve the Eikonal equation (2) with

f (x, y) = π

2

√
sin2

(
π + π

2
x
)

+ sin2
(
π + π

2
y
)
.

The computational domain is � = [−1,1]2. The inflow boundary � is the single point (0,0).
The exact solution for this problem is

φ(x, y) = cos
(
π + π

2
x
)

+ cos
(
π + π

2
y
)

.

Since the inflow boundary � consists of a single point, we use the first strategy described in
Sect. 2.2.1 to handle the inflow boundary condition. Namely, in the small box [−3h, 3h]2,
we apply the first order fast sweeping method [20] with five different mesh sizes h, h/2,
h/4, h/8 and h/16, and then use the Richardson extrapolation (14) to obtain a fifth order
approximation to the grid values φi,j in this small box, which are then fixed as the initial
values during the fast sweeping fifth order WENO process. For the outflow boundary, which
is the boundary of the box [−1,1]2, we use a third order extrapolation. The error is measured
in an inner box [−1+2h0, 1−2h0]2 = [−0.9, 0.9]2 of the computational domain, in order to
avoid the influence of the outflow boundaries, where h0 = 2

40 corresponding to n = 40. The
errors, orders and numbers of iteration are given in Table 1, which contains the results for
the third and first order fast sweeping methods as well for comparison. We can see that the
fifth order WENO fast sweeping method does achieve the designed order of accuracy and it
converges with a reasonable number of iterations, which does not increase too dramatically
with mesh refinements. We compare the CPU time efficiency of the fast sweeping methods
with different orders of accuracy in Fig. 1. Each symbol corresponds to one L1 error number
in Table 1. We can clearly see that the higher order fast sweeping methods are much more
efficient in achieving the same level of errors.

Example 2 We solve the Eikonal equation (2) with f (x, y) = 1. The computational domain
is � = [−1,1]2, and � is a circle of center (0,0) with radius 0.5. The exact solution is
the distance function to the circle �. The solution has a singularity at the center of the
circle to which the characteristics converge. The Lax-Wendroff type procedure described
in Sect. 2.2.2 is used on �. Notice that this procedure can be readily used even though the
boundary � is not situated on our rectangular grid points. The errors, orders and numbers of
iteration are given in Table 2, which again contains the results for the third and first order
fast sweeping methods as well for comparison. The errors are measured inside the box of
[−1 + 2 × 2

80 , 1 − 2 × 2
80 ]2 = [−0.95, 0.95]2 and outside the circle

√
x2 + y2 ≤ 0.15, to

remove the influence of the outflow numerical boundary and the singularity. We can observe
once again that the fifth order WENO fast sweeping method achieves the designed order of
accuracy with a reasonable number of iterations.
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Table 1 Example 1. Richardson procedure for the inflow boundary. The errors are measured in the box of
[−0.9,0.9]2

swp5 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number

40 9.308E-06 – 9.837E-05 – 50

80 1.090E-07 6.417 1.601E-06 5.941 53

160 8.973E-10 6.924 2.241E-08 6.158 66

320 2.938E-12 8.255 3.340E-11 9.390 84

640 5.521E-14 5.743 1.374E-13 7.925 117

swp3 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number

40 1.451E-04 – 4.931E-04 – 50

80 1.238E-05 3.551 3.099E-05 3.992 36

160 8.281E-07 3.902 1.505E-06 4.364 44

320 9.283E-08 3.157 1.557E-07 3.273 58

640 1.163E-08 2.996 1.933E-08 3.010 90

swp1 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number

40 4.735E-02 – 7.671E-02 – 2

80 2.356E-02 1.007 3.857E-02 0.992 2

160 1.175E-02 1.004 1.934E-02 0.996 2

320 5.866E-03 1.002 9.683E-03 0.998 2

640 2.931E-03 1.001 4.845E-03 0.999 2

1280 1.465E-03 1.001 2.423E-03 0.999 2

2560 7.324E-04 1.000 1.212E-03 1.000 2

Fig. 1 Example 1. L1 error
versus CPU time
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Table 2 Example 2. The Lax-Wendroff procedure for the inflow boundary. The errors are measured inside
the box [−0.95, 0.95]2 and outside the circle

√
x2 + y2 ≤ 0.15

swp5 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number

80 6.442E-08 – 5.628E-06 – 41

160 1.367E-09 5.558 4.525E-07 3.637 50

320 2.122E-11 6.010 1.515E-09 8.222 87

640 6.681E-13 4.989 5.146E-11 4.880 91

swp3 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number

80 1.544E-06 – 1.283E-04 – 28

160 2.890E-07 2.418 4.052E-06 4.984 34

320 4.697E-08 2.621 1.220E-06 1.731 46

640 6.161E-09 2.930 1.609E-07 2.923 67

swp1 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number

80 5.413E-03 – 1.302E-02 – 3

160 2.045E-03 1.404 7.684E-03 0.761 3

320 1.131E-03 0.854 4.543E-03 0.758 3

640 6.106E-04 0.890 2.355E-03 0.948 3

Example 3 We solve the Eikonal equation (2) with f (x, y) = 1. The computational domain
is � = [−3,3]2 and � consists of two circles of equal radius 0.5 with centers located at
(−1,0) and (

√
1.5,0), respectively. The exact solution is the distance function to �. The

singular set for the solution is composed of the center of each circle and the line that is
of equal distance to the two circles. The Lax-Wendroff type procedure is again used on �.
For this example, the numerical solution around the singularities seems to oscillate with
iterations for “swp5”, resulting in the requirement of a larger stopping threshold δ = 10−9

in (11). The errors, orders and numbers of iteration are given in Table 3, together with those
for the third and first order fast sweeping methods for comparison. The errors are measured
away from the outflow boundary and the singularities to remove their influence. We observe
once again that the fifth order WENO fast sweeping method achieves the designed order of
accuracy with a reasonable number of iterations.

Example 4 We solve the Eikonal equation (2) with f (x, y) = 1. The computational domain
is � = [−1,1]2, and � is a source point at the origin with coordinates (0,0). The exact
solution is the distance function to the source point �. The solution is singular at the source
point, and it seems necessary for this case to assign the exact solution values to a small
but fixed circle around the source point with radius 0.3 to obtain accurate results. We will
discuss this choice further in Example 5. The computational results are shown in Table 4.
The fifth order WENO fast sweeping method clearly achieves its designed order of accuracy
with a reasonable number of iterations for convergence. The comparison of efficiency for
fast sweeping methods with different orders is given in Fig. 2. We can see clearly that higher
order methods are more efficient to reach the same level of errors.

Example 5 We solve the Eikonal equation (2) with f (x, y) = 1. The computational domain
is � = [−2,2]2, and � is a sector of three quarters of a circle of center (0,0) and radius 0.5,
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Table 3 Example 3. Lax-Wendroff procedure for the inflow boundary. The errors are measured in the box

[−2.85,2.85]2, outside the circles
√

(x + 1)2 + y2 ≤ 0.15 and
√

(x − √
1.5)2 + y2 ≤ 0.15, and outside the

region |x − 0.5(
√

1.5 − 1)| ≤ 0.15. δ = 10−9 for “swp5”

swp5 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number

80 1.710E-06 – 2.567E-04 – 63

160 1.652E-07 3.372 2.153E-05 3.576 70

320 5.510E-09 4.906 3.523E-06 2.612 55

640 1.090E-10 5.659 5.797E-08 5.925 73

swp3 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number

80 1.596E-04 – 2.737E-03 – 43

160 1.007E-05 3.986 7.663E-04 1.837 45

320 6.814E-07 3.886 2.937E-05 4.705 49

640 1.350E-07 2.335 3.362E-06 3.127 70

swp1 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number

80 1.596E-02 – 4.263E-02 – 2

160 8.486E-03 0.911 2.213E-02 0.946 2

320 4.287E-03 0.985 1.125E-02 0.976 2

640 2.162E-03 0.987 5.679E-03 0.987 3

closed with the x-axis and y-axis in the first quadrant, which can be described as

� = {(x, y) :
√

x2 + y2 = 0.5, if x ≤ 0 or y ≤ 0} ∪ {(x,0) : 0 ≤ x ≤ 0.5}
∪ {(0, y) : 0 ≤ y ≤ 0.5}.

The exact solution is the distance function to the boundary �. Singularities at the two corners
in � give rise to different scenarios in different regions, which include both shocks and
rarefaction waves. The Lax-Wendroff type procedure described in Sect. 2.2.2 is used on �,
but we set exact values in a fixed circle of center (0,0) and radius 0.3 in the third quadrant as
in Example 4. Similar to Example 3, we use a larger threshold δ = 10−9 for “swp5” because
of the singularities. We list the errors, orders, and numbers of iterations in Table 5, where
the errors are measured in the smooth region inside the box [−2 + 2 × 4

80 ,2 − 2 × 4
80 ]2 =

[−1.9,1.9]2, with x ≤ 0 or y ≤ 0, and outside the circle
√

x2 + y2 ≤ 0.5. The designed order
of accuracy is clearly achieved and the number of iterations is quite reasonable. For this
example, if we only assign exact values in a small circle with radius 3h instead of a fixed-size
circle around the point (0,0), we would need to adjust the size of ε in the WENO weights
to obtain satisfactory results, which are listed in Table 6. The pattern for the choice of ε is to
use a larger value for coarser meshes, favoring the underlying linear scheme and reducing
the nonlinear WENO effect to avoid iteration convergence difficulties for coarser meshes.

Example 6 (Shape-from-shading) This and the next examples are about the shape under
isolated light sources, see [13] for more details. We solve the Eikonal equation (2) with

f (x, y) = 2π
√

[cos(2πx) sin(2πy)]2 + [sin(2πx) cos(2πy)]2. (19)
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Table 4 Example 4. The exact solution values are assigned to a small box with length 0.3 around the source
point. The errors are measured in the box [−0.9,0.9]2

swp5 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number

40 4.794E-06 – 1.155E-05 – 37

80 1.355E-07 5.145 3.193E-07 5.177 42

160 1.453E-09 6.543 4.458E-09 6.163 54

320 3.689E-11 5.299 9.896E-11 5.493 72

640 1.069E-12 5.109 2.812E-12 5.137 101

swp3 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number

40 2.111E-04 – 4.454E-04 – 41

80 3.878E-06 5.766 8.596E-06 5.695 30

160 5.650E-07 2.779 1.362E-06 2.658 38

320 7.949E-08 2.830 1.879E-07 2.858 52

640 9.772E-09 3.024 2.319E-08 3.018 75

swp1 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number

40 2.771E-02 – 4.964E-02 – 2

80 1.706E-02 0.700 3.022E-02 0.716 2

160 1.024E-02 0.736 1.794E-02 0.752 2

320 6.020E-03 0.766 1.043E-02 0.782 2

640 3.478E-03 0.792 5.959E-03 0.807 2

1280 1.980E-03 0.813 3.356E-03 0.828 2

2560 1.112E-03 0.832 1.868E-03 0.845 2

Fig. 2 Example 4. L1 error
versus CPU time
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Table 5 Example 5. Lax-Wendroff procedure for the inflow boundary. Exact values set in a fixed circle of
center (0,0) and radius 0.3 in the third quadrant. The errors are measured in the box [−1.9,1.9]2, with x ≤ 0
or y ≤ 0, and outside the circle

√
x2 + y2 ≤ 0.5. δ = 10−9 for “swp5”

swp5 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number

80 4.041E-07 – 1.303E-06 – 35

160 1.148E-08 5.137 4.364E-08 4.900 44

320 1.613E-10 6.153 5.218E-10 6.386 65

640 7.898E-12 4.352 4.356E-11 3.582 93

swp3 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number

80 6.360E-05 – 9.795E-05 – 66

160 8.767E-07 6.181 1.507E-06 6.022 71

320 5.610E-07 0.644 8.288E-07 0.862 60

640 8.020E-08 2.806 1.159E-07 2.838 87

swp1 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number

80 1.749E-02 – 2.796E-02 – 2

160 9.185E-03 0.930 1.442E-02 0.955 3

320 4.748E-03 0.952 7.343E-03 0.974 3

640 2.330E-03 1.027 3.687E-03 0.994 3

Table 6 Example 5. Lax-Wendroff procedure for the inflow boundary. Exact values set in a circle of center
(0,0) and radius 3h in the third quadrant. The errors are measured in the box [−1.9,1.9]2, with x ≤ 0 or
y ≤ 0, and outside the circle

√
x2 + y2 ≤ 0.5. δ = 10−9 for “swp5”

swp5 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number ε

80 1.686E-07 – 2.803E-06 – 30 10−3

160 1.148E-08 3.876 4.364E-08 6.005 44 10−6

320 4.166E-10 4.784 1.284E-09 5.087 67 10−7

640 6.198E-12 6.071 1.250E-11 6.683 110 10−7

swp3 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number ε

80 2.292E-05 – 3.511E-05 – 34 10−4

160 3.814E-06 2.587 5.680E-06 2.654 158 10−5

320 5.610E-07 2.765 8.288E-07 2.751 60 10−6

640 8.020E-08 2.806 1.159E-07 2.838 87 10−6

The boundary is given by � = {( 1
4 , 1

4 ), ( 3
4 , 3

4 ), ( 3
4 , 1

4 ), ( 1
4 , 3

4 ), ( 1
2 , 1

2 )}, which consists of five
isolated points. The computational domain is � = [0,1]2. φ(x, y) = 0 is prescribed at the
boundary of the unit square.

Case 1.

g
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)
= g

(
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(
3

4
,

1

4

)
= −1, g

(
1

2
,

1

2

)
= 0.



528 J Sci Comput (2010) 45: 514–536

Table 7 Example 6 (Case 1). Exact values set on all grid points of a small box with length of 4h to the points
of ( 1

2 , 1
2 ), ( 1

4 , 1
4 ), ( 1

4 , 3
4 ), ( 3

4 , 1
4 ) and ( 3

4 , 3
4 ) for “swp5” and 2h for “swp3”. The errors are measured on the

whole computational domain

swp5 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number ε

80 4.714E-08 – 1.938E-07 – 39 10−3

160 1.949E-09 4.596 7.188E-09 4.753 52 10−4

320 6.211E-11 4.972 2.199E-10 5.031 72 10−5

640 1.832E-12 5.083 6.394E-12 5.104 109 10−6

swp3 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number ε

80 3.413E-05 – 1.209E-04 – 28 10−4

160 4.682E-06 2.866 1.561E-05 2.953 37 10−5

320 5.989E-07 2.967 1.951E-06 3.000 55 10−6

640 6.979E-08 3.101 2.294E-07 3.088 84 10−6

swp1 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number

80 3.177E-02 – 6.040E-02 – 4

160 1.667E-02 0.930 3.052E-02 0.985 4

320 8.573E-03 0.959 1.534E-02 0.992 4

640 4.359E-03 0.976 7.691E-03 0.996 4

The exact solution for this case is

φ(x, y) = sin(2πx) sin(2πy)

which is a smooth function.
Case 2.

g

(
1

4
,

1

4

)
= g

(
3

4
,

3

4

)
= g

(
1

4
,

3

4

)
= g

(
3

4
,

1

4

)
= 1, g

(
1

2
,

1

2

)
= 2.

The exact solution to this case is

φ(x, y) =

⎧⎪⎨
⎪⎩

max (| sin(2πx) sin(2πy)|,1 + cos(2πx) cos(2πy)) ,

if |x + y − 1| < 1
2 and |x − y| < 1

2 ;
| sin(2πx) sin(2πy)|, otherwise.

This solution is not smooth.
For this problem, since � consists of isolated points, the Lax-Wendroff procedure cannot

be applied. Our numerical experiments also indicate that the Richardson procedure does not
produce the desired accuracy for this test case. This could be due to the fact that there are
singular points of the PDE in �. We set the exact solution to a small box with a length of 4h

around the isolated points for Case 1 and 3h for Case 2. The results for these two cases are
shown in Tables 7 and 8 respectively. The results seems better for this example if we choose
the parameter ε in the WENO weights depending on the mesh sizes, the choice is listed in
the tables. Again, the pattern for the choice of ε is to use a larger value for coarser meshes.
For Case 1 with a smooth solution, we observe the designed fifth order accuracy for the fast
sweeping fifth order WENO method, with reasonable number of iterations. For Case 2 with
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Table 8 Example 6 (Case 2). Exact values set on all grid points of a small box with length of 3h to the points
of ( 1

2 , 1
2 ), ( 1

4 , 1
4 ), ( 1

4 , 3
4 ), ( 3

4 , 1
4 ) and ( 3

4 , 3
4 ) for “swp5” and 2h for “swp3”. The errors are measured on the

whole computational domain

swp5 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number ε

80 1.225E-04 – 1.005E-03 – 39 10−3

160 3.817E-05 1.682 2.776E-04 1.856 50 10−4

320 1.056E-05 1.854 8.742E-05 1.667 68 10−5

640 2.788E-06 1.921 2.751E-05 1.668 101 10−6

swp3 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number ε

80 4.371E-04 – 2.235E-03 – 26 10−4

160 1.360E-04 1.685 7.438E-04 1.587 35 10−5

320 3.960E-05 1.780 2.485E-04 1.582 50 10−6

640 1.052E-05 1.912 7.922E-05 1.649 81 10−6

swp1 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number

80 1.645E-02 – 4.633E-02 – 3

160 9.170E-03 0.844 2.478E-02 0.903 3

320 4.990E-03 0.878 1.296E-02 0.935 3

640 2.666E-03 0.904 6.715E-03 0.949 3

a non-smooth solution, the achieved order of accuracy is lower. However, the L1 errors of
the fifth order method are still smaller than those of the third order method, especially for
more refined meshes. The numerical results obtained by the fast sweeping fifth order WENO
method are displayed in Fig. 3.

Example 7 (Shape-from-shading) We solve the Eikonal equation (2) with

Case (a): f (x, y) =
√

(1 − |x|)2 + (1 − |y|)2; (20)

Case (b): f (x, y) = 2
√

y2(1 − x2)2 + x2(1 − y2)2. (21)

The computational domain is � = [−1,1]2. The inflow boundary for this example is the
whole boundary of the box [−1,1]2, namely � = {(x, y) : |x| = 1 or |y| = 1}. The bound-
ary condition φ(x, y) = 0 is prescribed on �. For Case (b), an additional boundary condition
φ(0,0) = 1 is also prescribed at the center, see [13]. The exact solutions for these two cases
are given by

Case (a): φ(x, y) = (1 − |x|)(1 − |y|); (22)

Case (b): φ(x, y) = (1 − x2)(1 − y2). (23)

We use the Lax-Wendroff procedure for the boundary treatment as described in Sect. 2.2.2.
Similar to Example 6, the Richardson procedure does not provide accurate results at the
point (0,0). We set exact values in a small box with length 3h for “swp5” and 2h for “swp3”
around (0,0).

The results for Case (a) are listed in Table 9, where the errors are measured away from
the two lines x = 0 and y = 0 along which the solution is not smooth. For this case, the
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Fig. 3 Example 6. The contours (top) and surfaces (bottom) of the numerical solution φ obtained with the
fast sweeping fifth order WENO method. Case 1 (left) and Case 2 (right)

solution, away from the singularities along x = 0 and y = 0, is a bilinear polynomial, thus
any scheme which is at least first order accurate with an exact boundary treatment should
have no truncation error and should produce only round-off level errors. If we use ε = 10−14

in the WENO nonlinear weights for “swp3” and “swp5”, which implies that we use the non-
linear smoothness indicators down to the round off level in building the nonlinear weights
in the WENO schemes, allowing the WENO mechanism to completely avoid interpolating
across the singularities along x = 0 and y = 0, we can actually obtain errors computed in
the whole computational domain down to the round-off level, as shown in Table 10.

For Case (b), the solution is a polynomial with degree two, higher than first order but
lower than third order, yielding first order error accuracy for “swp1” and round-off errors
for “swp3” and “swp5”, when the same ε is chosen as in Example 6, as shown in Table 11.
The numerical results obtained by the fast sweeping fifth order WENO method are displayed
in Fig. 4.

Example 8 (Travel time problem in elastic wave propagation) This problem is from appli-
cations such as the study of earthquakes. The quasi-P and the quasi-SV slowness surfaces
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Table 9 Example 7 (Case (a)). Lax-Wendroff procedure for the inflow boundary. The errors are measured
on |x| ≥ 0.1 and |y| ≥ 0.1

swp5 L1 error L∞ error iteration number

80 5.288E-12 2.346E-10 11

160 5.883E-12 7.356E-10 15

320 3.656E-13 1.328E-10 20

640 1.708E-16 1.067E-13 22

swp3 L1 error L∞ error iteration number

80 2.082E-10 1.224E-08 11

160 1.604E-11 2.549E-09 14

320 1.092E-14 3.802E-12 15

640 4.909E-17 6.661E-16 17

swp1 L1 error L∞ error iteration number

80 3.435E-17 2.220E-16 2

160 4.569E-17 3.331E-16 2

320 4.479E-17 4.441E-16 2

640 8.854E-17 6.661E-16 2

Table 10 Example 7 (Case (a)). Lax-Wendroff procedure for the inflow boundary. The errors are measured
on the whole computational domain. ε = 10−14

swp5 L1 error L∞ error iteration number

80 3.816E-17 4.441E-16 1

160 4.864E-17 4.441E-16 1

320 6.812E-17 7.772E-16 1

640 1.033E-16 8.882E-16 1

swp3 L1 error L∞ error iteration number

80 2.742E-17 2.220E-16 1

160 4.351E-17 5.551E-16 1

320 4.331E-17 4.441E-16 1

640 8.283E-17 7.772E-16 1

swp1 L1 error L∞ error iteration number

80 3.435E-17 2.220E-16 2

160 4.569E-17 3.331E-16 2

320 4.479E-17 4.441E-16 2

640 8.854E-17 6.661E-16 2

are defined by the quadratic equation [19]:

c1φ
4
x + c2φ

2
xφ

2
y + c3φ

4
y + c4φ

2
x + c5φ

2
y + 1 = 0 (24)
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Table 11 Example 7 (Case (b)). Lax-Wendroff procedure for the inflow boundary. The errors are measured
on the whole computational domain

swp5 L1 error L∞ error iteration number ε

80 1.456E-15 1.434E-13 36 10−3

160 1.307E-15 1.502E-13 45 10−4

320 5.316E-16 9.637E-14 59 10−5

640 1.640E-16 1.066E-14 95 10−6

swp3 L1 error L∞ error iteration number ε

80 3.766E-16 3.419E-14 25 10−4

160 6.839E-16 8.837E-14 31 10−5

320 1.292E-16 1.532E-14 46 10−6

640 1.094E-16 1.221E-15 87 10−6

swp1 L1 error order L∞ error order iteration number

80 6.389E-3 – 2.441E-2 2

160 3.210E-3 0.993 1.242E-2 0.974 2

320 1.609E-3 0.996 6.294E-3 0.981 2

640 8.055E-4 0.998 3.176E-3 0.987 2

where

c1 = a11a44, c2 = a11a33 + a2
44 − (a13 + a44)

2,

c3 = a33a44, c4 = −(a11 + a44), c5 = −(a33 + a44).

Here the aij ’s are given elastic parameters. The corresponding quasi-P wave Eikonal equa-
tion is √

−1

2
(c4φ2

x + c5φ2
y) +

√
1

4
(c4φ2

x + c5φ2
y)

2 − (c1φ4
x + c2φ2

xφ
2
y + c3φ4

y) = 1 (25)

which is a convex Hamilton-Jacobi equation. The elastic parameters are taken to be

a11 = 15.0638, a33 = 10.8373, a13 = 1.6381, a44 = 3.1258.

The corresponding quasi-SV wave Eikonal equation is

√
−1

2
(c4φ2

x + c5φ2
y) −

√
1

4
(c4φ2

x + c5φ2
y)

2 − (c1φ4
x + c2φ2

xφ
2
y + c3φ4

y) = 1 (26)

which is a nonconvex Hamilton-Jacobi equation. The elastic parameters are taken to be

a11 = 15.90, a33 = 6.21, a13 = 4.82, a44 = 4.00.

The computational domain is � = [−1,1]2, and � = (0,0). For this problem with com-
plicated (and even nonconvex for the quasi-SV case) Hamiltonian, it is not easy to apply the
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Fig. 4 Example 7. The contours (top) and surfaces (bottom) of the numerical solution φ obtained with the
fast sweeping fifth order WENO method. Case (a) (left) and Case (b) (right)

Godunov type numerical Hamiltonian, hence we use the Lax-Friedrichs numerical Hamil-
tonian. Values from the exact solution [19] are assigned in a circle with radius 0.3 centered at
the source point. We apply the fifth order Lax-Friedrichs fast sweeping method to these prob-
lems. The results for the quasi-P wave Eikonal equation are given in Table 12. The results
for the quasi-SV wave Eikonal equation are given in Table 13, where the errors are measured
in the region away from the singular lines of x = 0 and y = 0 because of its nonconvexity.
We can clearly see that the designed order of accuracy is achieved away from singulari-
ties, although the number of iterations increases more significantly for the refined meshes
comparing with the previous cases. This is likely due to the usage of the Lax-Friedrichs
numerical Hamiltonian, which is not purely upwind. The numerical results obtained by the
fast sweeping fifth order WENO method are shown in Fig. 5.

4 Concluding Remarks

In this paper we have developed a fast sweeping fifth order WENO method based on two
different strategies to handle the inflow boundary conditions for solving static Hamilton-
Jacobi equations. An advantage of our boundary treatment is that we can use regular Carte-
sian meshes for all the test cases, including those with circles or other complicated domain
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Table 12 Example 8. Quasi-P wave Eikonal equation. The errors are measured in the box [−0.95,0.95]2

swp5 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number

80 2.275E-06 – 2.250E-05 – 51

160 7.314E-08 4.959 7.425E-07 4.921 74

320 1.968E-09 5.216 1.505E-08 5.624 133

640 5.941E-11 5.050 4.278E-10 5.137 248

swp3 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number

80 2.764E-05 – 1.744E-04 – 43

160 3.022E-06 3.193 1.879E-05 3.215 64

320 3.751E-07 3.010 2.362E-06 2.992 103

640 4.637E-08 3.016 2.945E-07 3.004 179

swp1 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number

80 3.285E-03 – 9.843E-03 – 23

160 1.577E-03 1.058 5.236E-03 0.911 36

320 7.732E-04 1.029 2.724E-03 0.942 61

640 3.831E-04 1.013 1.395E-03 0.966 106

Table 13 Example 8. Quasi-SV wave Eikonal equation. The errors are measured in the box [−0.95, 0.95]2
and 0.25 away from x = 0 and y = 0

swp5 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number

80 1.626E-06 – 2.505E-05 – 52

160 2.679E-08 5.924 1.122E-06 4.480 73

320 2.838E-10 6.560 1.387E-08 6.338 128

640 7.016E-12 5.338 1.393E-10 6.638 234

swp3 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number

80 1.101E-05 – 8.666E-05 – 44

160 1.552E-06 2.826 6.749E-06 3.683 65

320 1.906E-07 3.026 8.098E-07 3.059 106

640 2.357E-08 3.016 1.057E-07 2.937 184

swp1 L1 error order L∞ order iteration number

80 4.405E-03 – 1.031E-02 – 41

160 2.027E-03 1.119 4.579E-03 1.171 59

320 9.810E-04 1.047 2.059E-03 1.153 91

640 4.844E-04 1.018 9.759E-04 1.077 150

boundaries, which usually require special curvilinear or unstructured meshes. We observe
that a lower order extrapolation at the outflow boundary makes faster convergence and does
not affect the designed high order accuracy away from the outflow boundary. Numerical
examples are provided to demonstrate the performance of the fast sweeping fifth order
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Fig. 5 Example 8. The contours (top) and surfaces (bottom) of the numerical solution φ obtained with the
fast sweeping fifth order WENO method. Quasi-P wave Eikonal equation (left) and Quasi-SV wave Eikonal
equation (right)

WENO method, for both the simple Eikonal equation and more complicated, even non-
convex Hamilton-Jacobi equations, with both the Godunov type numerical Hamiltonian and
the Lax-Friedrichs numerical Hamiltonian. The designed fifth order accuracy has always
been achieved away from singularities. The number of sweeping iterations is reasonable
and does not grow fast with mesh refinement in most cases. CPU time comparison indicates
that higher order fast sweeping methods are much more efficient than lower order ones to
achieve the same level of error.

References

1. Abgrall, R.: Numerical discretization of the first-order Hamilton-Jacobi equation on triangular meshes.
Commun. Pure Appl. Math. 49, 1339–1373 (1996)

2. Bardi, M., Capuzzo-Dolcetta, I.: Optimal Control and Viscosity Solutions of Hamilton-Jacobi-Bellman
Equations. Birkhäuser, Boston (1997)

3. Boué, M., Dupuis, P.: Markov chain approximations for deterministic control problems with affine dy-
namics and quadratic cost in the control. SIAM J. Numer. Anal. 36, 667–695 (1999)

4. Cheng, Y., Shu, C.-W.: A discontinuous Galerkin finite element method for directly solving the
Hamilton-Jacobi equations. J. Comput. Phys. 223, 398–415 (2007)

5. Crandall, M., Lions, P.L.: Monotone difference approximations for scalar conservation laws. Math. Com-
put. 34, 1–19 (1984)



536 J Sci Comput (2010) 45: 514–536

6. Hu, C., Shu, C.-W.: A discontinuous Galerkin finite element method for Hamilton-Jacobi equations.
SIAM J. Sci. Comput. 21, 666–690 (1999)

7. Huang, L., Shu, C.-W., Zhang, M.: Numerical boundary conditions for the fast sweeping high order
WENO methods for solving the Eikonal equation. J. Comput. Math. 26, 1–11 (2008)

8. Huang, L., Wong, S.C., Zhang, M., Shu, C.-W., Lam, W.H.K.: Revisiting Hughes’ dynamic continuum
model for pedestrian flow and the development of an efficient solution algorithm. Transp. Res. Part B,
Methodol. 43, 127–141 (2009)

9. Jiang, G., Peng, D.P.: Weighted ENO schemes for Hamilton-Jacobi equations. SIAM J. Sci. Comput. 21,
2126–2143 (2000)

10. Li, F., Shu, C.-W., Zhang, Y.-T., Zhao, H.: A second order discontinuous Galerkin fast sweeping method
for Eikonal equations. J. Comput. Phys. 227, 8191–8208 (2008)

11. Osher, S., Sethian, J.: Fronts propagating with curvature dependent speed: algorithms based on
Hamilton-Jacobi formulations. J. Comput. Phys. 79, 12–49 (1988)

12. Osher, S., Shu, C.-W.: High-order essentially nonoscillatory schemes for Hamilton-Jacobi equations.
SIAM J. Numer. Anal. 28, 907–922 (1991)

13. Rouy, E., Tourin, A.: A viscosity solutions approach to shape-from-shading. SIAM J. Numer. Anal. 29,
867–884 (1992)

14. Serna, S., Qian, J.: A stopping criterion for higher-order sweeping schemes for static Hamilton-Jacobi
equations. Preprint

15. Shu, C.-W.: High order numerical methods for time dependent Hamilton-Jacobi equations. In: Goh, S.S.,
Ron, A., Shen, Z. (eds.) Mathematics and Computation in Imaging Science and Information Processing.
Lecture Notes Series, Institute for Mathematical Sciences, National University of Singapore, vol. 11,
pp. 47–91. World Scientific, Singapore (2007)

16. Shu, C.-W., Osher, S.: Efficient implementation of essentially non-oscillatory shock-capturing schemes.
J. Comput. Phys. 77, 439–471 (1988)

17. Xia, Y., Wong, S.C., Zhang, M., Shu, C.-W., Lam, W.H.K.: An efficient discontinuous Galerkin method
on triangular meshes for a pedestrian flow model. Int. J. Numer. Methods Eng. 76, 337–350 (2008)

18. Zhang, Y.-T., Shu, C.-W.: High order WENO schemes for Hamilton-Jacobi equations on triangular
meshes. SIAM J. Sci. Comput. 24, 1005–1030 (2003)

19. Zhang, Y.-T., Zhao, H.-K., Qian, J.: High order fast sweeping methods for static Hamilton-Jacobi equa-
tions. J. Sci. Comput. 29, 25–56 (2006)

20. Zhao, H.-K.: A fast sweeping method for Eikonal equations. Math. Comput. 74, 603–627 (2005)


	Fast Sweeping Fifth Order WENO Scheme for Static Hamilton-Jacobi Equations with Accurate Boundary Treatment
	Abstract
	Introduction
	The Fast Sweeping Fifth Order WENO Method and the Treatment of Boundary Conditions
	The Fast Sweeping Fifth Order WENO Scheme
	Godunov Type Hamiltonian
	Lax-Friedrichs Type Hamiltonian
	Initial Quess

	Boundary Treatment
	Strategy I: Richardson Extrapolation
	Strategy II: The Lax-Wendroff Type Procedure


	Numerical Examples
	Concluding Remarks
	References



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated v2 300% \050ECI\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 600
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e5c4f5e55663e793a3001901a8fc775355b5090ae4ef653d190014ee553ca901a8fc756e072797f5153d15e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc87a25e55986f793a3001901a904e96fb5b5090f54ef650b390014ee553ca57287db2969b7db28def4e0a767c5e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020d654ba740020d45cc2dc002c0020c804c7900020ba54c77c002c0020c778d130b137c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor weergave op een beeldscherm, e-mail en internet. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /DEU <FEFF004a006f0062006f007000740069006f006e007300200066006f00720020004100630072006f006200610074002000440069007300740069006c006c0065007200200037000d00500072006f006400750063006500730020005000440046002000660069006c0065007300200077006800690063006800200061007200650020007500730065006400200066006f00720020006f006e006c0069006e0065002e000d0028006300290020003200300031003000200053007000720069006e006700650072002d005600650072006c0061006700200047006d006200480020>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


